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The Outstanding Teacher of the Year 
award was presented to Shane Conley, 
Motorcycle and Powersports Instructor, 
at the May 15 commencement ceremony.  
Students nominate a faculty member 
who has demonstrated exemplary 

service to WITCC, its students, and/
or the community.  All nominations are 
reviewed by a selection committee 
composed of students and faculty. 
CONGRATULATIONS SHANE!

WITCC is pleased to offer a new 
program in culinary arts. Program 
options include a two-year culinary arts 
A.A.S., a one-year prep cook diploma, 
and a one-semester certificate in 
food preparation. Registration is 
now open for the fall 2014 term.
The program will be housed in 
a renovated space on the Sioux 
City campus with a demonstration 
kitchen, bakery, and theory lab. 
Classes include both lecture and 
hands-on experiences, with an 
emphasis on sanitation, safety, knife 
skills, culinary techniques, baking, 
purchasing, and management.
“We are very excited about this 
program,” said Michael Rohlena, 
division chair at WITCC. “The 

curriculum is right in line with the 
demands of our local industry. The 
state-of-the-art facilities are going 
to be top notch, with a unique layout 
that will aid instruction and learning.”
For more information, 
contact Michael Rohlena at 
712-274-8733 ext. 3217.

New Culinary Arts Program Starting – Fall 2014
Nominate Someone 
You Know For the

WITCC ALUMNUS OF 
THE YEAR AWARD!

Do you know an outstanding alum? Have 
YOU done some great things with your 
WITCC education? The award is chosen 
based upon the following criteria:

• Service, commitment and/or support 
to Western Iowa Tech Community 
College and its students

• Outstanding personal and/or 
professional achievement

• Service to the community

Complete the online form and  
let us know!  
witcc.edu/alumni/alumniAward.cfm

Deadline September, 26 2014

“Shane is always putting his 
students first, and always has the 
time to speak with them before, 

during or after class time.”

Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year



The WITCC Accounting Club and the 
WITCC Alumni Association hosted the 
3rd annual Accounting Luncheon on 
April 25.  The event was attended by 
WIT accounting club students, alumni, 
faculty and business leaders from 
throughout Siouxland.  This event 
provides a networking opportunity 
between students and accounting 
and human resource professionals 
in the Siouxland area.  The students 
fundraise all year to host this 
luncheon.  This year’s entertainment 
featured the WITCC Choir. 

Pictured is Accounting Student of 
the Year recipient Duane Pencil 
with Michael Tramp, Alizabeth 
Powell, and Lori Shaffer of Henjes, 
Conner, & Williams. Henjes, 
Conner & Williams graciously 
sponsors a $1,000 scholarship 
annually for the award winner.  

To find out how your business can 
participate, please contact Jennifer 
McCune at 712-274-8733 ext. 1401.

3rd Annual 
Accounting 
Luncheon
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WITCC hosted the 5th Annual Auto 
Show & Shine Open House with the 
Tri-State Cruisers on May 2 at the 
Transportation Center (Building H) on 
Gordon Drive. Everyone was welcome 
and encouraged to bring their car or 
motorcycle to the show. Food was 
served with proceeds going toward 
student scholarships.  The highlight 
of the event was unveiling the 1968 
Ford Mustang “Project Car” by the auto 

collision and auto technology programs!

For more information on the event, 
please contact Shane Sampson 
at 712-274-8733 ext. 1310.

5th Annual Auto Show & Shine

Graduation & Career Fair
A commencement ceremony for WITCC 
spring graduates was held on May 15 
at the Tyson Event Center in downtown 
Sioux City.  Over 1,340 degrees, 
diplomas, and certificates were awarded.  
The commencement address was given 
by Senator Rick Bertrand, Iowa District 7.

Western Iowa Tech hosted the third 
annual WITCC Career Fair on the 
Sioux City campus on April 10. This 
event showcased area businesses 
seeking to hire individuals with 
a variety of aptitudes and skills. 

Graduating students from WITCC as 
well as individuals from the greater 
Siouxland area were invited to attend.

FAMILY & FRIENDS SCHOLARSHIP
The Family & Friends Scholarship is an opportunity for alumni to nominate a new 
student for a $500 scholarship to WITCC. A limited number of scholarships are 
available. To nominate someone go to witcc.edu/alumni/scholarship_nomination.
cfm  and complete the short form. It’s that simple! While you are in the Alumni section 
of the website, feel free to check out other links on the page.

RETIREMENTS
Steve Ebsen - Division Chair – Public Services
Angie Lawson - Director of Economic Development Services

Dr. Gloria Stewart - Division Chair – Allied Health

IN MEMORY
Rod Siljenberg, Band Instrument Repair Instructor, passed away 4-8-14
Earl R. Kimbell, Auto Mechanic Instructor & Dept Head, passed away 4-20-14

5% FOR EDUCATION 
CAMPAIGN

Would you like to provide a gift 
of education to future students 

without any dollars out of pocket now? If so, consider 
participating in the 5% for Education Campaign. You 
can make a difference by designating 5% of your will, 
retirement plan, life insurance policy, or investment 
account to the WITCC Foundation. 

Please contact Carolyn Ellwanger  
at 712-274-8733 ext. 1330 

for more information.



S
u

m
m

e
r

 
2

0
1

4
3

Indian Motorcycle made a generous 
donation of two Indian Chief vintage 
motorcycles to the WITCC Motorcycle 
and Powersports Technician Training 
Program for students to learn on.  On 

March 26, two Indian Chief vintage 
motorcycles were presented to 
students and instructors following a 
tour of the manufacturing plant in Spirit 
Lake, Iowa. Factory training materials, 
manuals and diagnostic equipment 
were also donated. Instructor Shane 
Conley, pictured here, has a long-
standing relationship with Indian’s 
parent company, Polaris Industries, who 
also owns Victory Motorcycles. He is 
excited about the new partnership.  
“The WITCC/Polaris relationship just 
keeps growing and getting stronger 
each year,” Conley said. “We now 
have students placed in Polaris and 

Victory dealerships. Getting Indian’s 
support with the latest products 
and training provides our students 
with real world, hands-on training 
to put them right to work with skills 
surpassing employer’s expectations.”

WITCC students train on motorcycles, 
ATVs and UTVs (including brands 
such as Polaris, Victory and Indian). 
The motorcycles will be on display 
for a short time before being 
incorporated into the curriculum.

For more information,  
please contact Shane Conley 
at 712-274-8733 ext. 1204.

Motorcycle & Powersports Program Receives Donation

For more information on the construction program, contact Wilcke at 712-274-8733 ext. 1473.  
For information on purchasing the project home, contact Moos at 712-255-9730

The construction program at Western 
Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) 
has partnered with the Homebuilders 
Association of Greater Siouxland 
(HBA) for the 13th year to complete 
a project home in Sioux City.

The lot, materials and floor plan were 
provided by HBA, and WITCC students 

constructed the home as their hands-on 
lab experience. The house is located 
in Woodbury Heights and boasts three 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, a safe room 
for severe weather and a deck, as well 
as many other modern amenities.

“It is definitely a win-win situation for 
both of our groups,” said Nancy Moos, 
HBA executive officer. “The association 
cannot express enough how grateful 
we are for this partnership which has 
provided this community with our 
current and future contractors.”

The construction program at 
WITCC was started in 1971 and 
has trained hundreds of workers 
over the years. Students learn the 
theory and technique of drywall, 
framing, roofing, siding, insulation, 
finishing, concrete and flooring. 

“We train our students in 
constructing a home efficiently 
and with craftsmanship,” said 
Bob Wilcke, instructor at WITCC. 
“It’s a complete program.”

WITCC Construction Program Completes Project House

DOUBLE YOUR GIFT TO HELP FUTURE STUDENTS
The WITCC Foundation has received a challenge grant that provides a rare opportunity for you to 
double your gift!  This grant will make a dollar-for-dollar match which over five years will increase the 
Foundation’s endowment by $1,000,000. To receive this match, the Foundation must secure $100,000 in 
endowment contributions each of the next five years. Any amount you can contribute will help us reach 
our goal!  If you have an interest in helping future students while at the same time doubling your gift and 
increasing the endowment fund, please contact Carolyn Ellwanger at 712-274-8733 ext. 1330.
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The Alumni Association is YOU 
and everyone else who graduates 
from WIT!  We all come from 
many programs and have had 
different paths to success. 

•Some began WITCC right 
out of high school.

•Some tried a four year college 
that didn’t work for them.

•Some went directly into the 
workforce and found it was better to 
get an education because they were 
under-employed and struggling.

•Some went to work, were 

displaced, and received help 
from their former employer.

•Some did not require help with 
financial aid or tuition assistance.

•Some struggled with their 
financial situation and would 
not have made it without loans, 
grants and other student aid.

As you can see, no matter what 
year you graduated, we are all very 
much alike.  The message for you 
today is find your dream job!  Be 
proud that you are a graduate of 
Western Iowa Tech Community 
College.  As a member of our 

alumni association, I would like to 
ask you to pay it forward.  The help 
and support you received here 
at WIT needs to continue.  Be an 
ambassador for this college, be a 
recruiter, and when possible be 
a financial supporter.  When your 
employers praise your good work 
and training, let them know they 
too can keep good employees 
coming by supporting WITCC.

For more information on how 
you can help, contact Brandy 
TenHulzen, Alumni Coordinator 
at 712-274-8733 ext. 1828.

WITCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION  
WHO ARE WE?
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BE SURE TO SHARE YOUR UPDATES WITH US AND CONNECT WITH THE WITCC ALUMNI OFFICE.
witcc.edu/alumni   •   alumni@witcc.edu   •  712-274-8733 ext. 1828.   •   800-352-4649   •   


