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This year’s Alumnus of the Year recipient is 
Wayne Fethke. Wayne is a 1964 graduate 
of Sioux City Area Technical School 
(predecessor to Western Iowa Tech 
Community College). This year marks the 
50-year anniversary of his graduation.

Wayne enrolled at Sioux City Area Technical 
School (SC Area Tech) in fall 1962 in the 
mechanical design and drafting program. 
He graduated in May 1964 and continued 
his education at the University of Iowa with 
a major in engineering. Wayne joined the 
Iowa Air National Guard in 1966, and was 
activated in 1968. His college education 
was interrupted when he was deployed 
to Korea in 1968-1969. Wayne ultimately 
graduated from University of Iowa in 1971 
with a BS degree in industrial engineering.

After working for several years at 
businesses using his engineering skills, 
Wayne joined Fiskars in 1977. Fiskars, 
founded in 1649 in Finland, offers branded 
consumer goods for the home, garden, and 
outdoors which are renowned worldwide. 
Wayne started the U.S. company for Fiskars, 

and in 1988 he took on the responsibility 
for Fiskars consumer products worldwide. 
From 1988 to 2000, he split his time 
between Wausau/Madison, Wisconsin and 
London, England. After his retirement from 
Fiskars in 2000, Wayne worked in private 
equity, primarily in mergers and acquisitions 
focusing on U.S. consumer durables 
companies. Now fully retired, Wayne and 
his wife Phyllis reside in Naples, Florida.

As Wayne reflected on his career, 
something that has stayed with him is 
being a lifelong learner. Robert Krohm, 
one of his SC Area Tech instructors, 
instilled that idea in his students. Wayne 
considers Mr. Krohm one of his life’s 
heroes. For Wayne, willingness to learn 
helps overcome seemingly insurmountable 
obstacles as it opens up alternative 
solutions to roadblocks. The hours spent 
researching and utilizing new concepts 
paid rewards in his career advancement.

Wayne has always believed in giving back 
to the community. Over the years he served 
on the boards of several public and private 

companies, including banks, community 
hospitals, the University of Iowa Engineering 
Development Council, and Fiskars.

Wayne believes his technical school 
education provided him with a solid 
career pathway. As a way to give back 
to Western Iowa Tech, and to help future 
students start their own pathways, Wayne 
and Phyllis established a scholarship for 
students in the mechanical engineering 
program. Thanks to their generosity, more 
Western Iowa Tech students have been 
able to reach their educational goals.

Wayne has the following words of wisdom 
to share: 1) be a lifetime learner; 2) set goals, 
and keep focused on them; 3) realize that 
success comes from hard work, and often 
hard knocks; 4) always be a team player; 
and 5) have some fun along the way.

In his spare time, Wayne enjoys reading, 
working in the yard, and restoring antique 
vehicles. He and his wife Phyllis have 
been married for 47 years, and have 
two sons and four grandchildren.

2014
Alumnus  
of the Year
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RETIREMENTS
 Bob Creasey Psychology Instructor
 Charles LeMaster Librarian
 Fiona Valentine Public Relations and Lifelong Learning Coordinator

IN MEMORY
 Rod Siljenberg Band Instrument Repair Instructor,
  passed away 4-8-14

 Earl R. Kimbell Auto Mechanic Instructor & Dept Head,  
  passed away 4-20-14

COMET SPORTS!
Comets Soccer Team Takes the 
Silver Medal at the Iowa Games
The WITCC Comets men’s soccer team 
competed in the Iowa Games July 25-27  
in Ames, where they placed second in their 
division. The Comets played the gold medal 
game against the Cyclone United team of 
Ames. This qualifies the WITCC Comets 
men’s soccer team to compete at the State 
Games of America 2015 in Lincoln, Nebraska.

Comets Rugby
The WITCC Comet rugby team had its 
first home game (on campus) this year vs. 
University of South Dakota (USD). They were 
victorious with the score of 85 – 3 over USD. 
The team also had a winning season with a 
record of 8-1. The Comet Rugby team travels 
as far as Omaha and Sioux Falls to play.

CAMPUS NEWS!
WITCC Is Proud to be an 
Official Blue Zones worksite!
Dr. Barbara Anne Huculak, Co-Chair of 
WITCC Wellness Committee, expressed 
“We are thrilled to receive the worksite 
designation at the College. It was made 
possible through the efforts of many 
committee members committed to 
continue the Blue Zones designation.”

WITCC Opens Northwest Iowa 
Regents Resource Center 
Become a Cyclone, Hawkeye, or Panther 
without leaving Sioux City! WITCC has 
partnered with Iowa State University, the 
University of Iowa and the University of 
Northern Iowa so students can earn a 
bachelor’s degree by enrolling in blended, 
on-site and online courses. For more 
information call 712-274-8733 ext. 1675.

WITCC Briefs 

PROGRAM REUNIONS & EVENTS 

WITCC Paralegal students concluded their  
4th Annual Canned Food Drive. The Paralegal  
Association CAN make an impact! They collected  
1,100 pounds of food and donated it to the Gospel Mission on November 14.  
The entire campus supported this effort - especially Police Science and 
Accounting students who had a  contest to bring in more food.

Dental Assisting Alumni participating in expanded 
functions training were recently able to experience the 
CAD-CAM system first hand. The CAD-CAM system is a 
leading technology in dentistry today. WITCC is excited 
about incorporating our CEREC system with new students 
and those learning expanded functions. Dr. Karl Koelling 
from Kingsley Dental Clinic came to campus and shared his 
expertise and knowledge during an expanded functions 
course. Stop out and see our dental lab any time.

MOVIE NIGHT
On Saturday, September 20, the Western Iowa Tech Community College Alumni Association 
hosted the 2nd Annual Alumni Movie Night in the Dr. Robert E. Dunker Student Center 
on the Sioux City campus. There was an amazing showing of alumni, current students, 
family members, faculty, staff and future students of WITCC. The evening started with 
an array of activities including a bouncy house, the Sioux City Sillies clowns, a corn hole 
game, and giveaways from the WITCC Bookstore and Stoney 
Creek Inn. Catalanos Wood Fired Pizza served up authentic, 
delicious Italian pizza, with a portion of the proceeds going 
towards the alumni scholarship fund. The evening continued 
with the showing of “How to Train Your Dragon 2.” The 
Student Center was nearly filled to capacity. All enjoyed 
the movie and free popcorn, with laughter filling the room 
on several occasions. The evening was a great success! 

More pictures of the event can be found on: 
www.facebook.com/witccalumni

WITSTOCK
Western Iowa Tech’s eighth annual WITSTOCK “Battle of the Bands” music festival, held 
on September 12, raised $300 for the Sioux City Branch of Susan G. Komen for the Cure. 

The festival winners were: 1st place: GhostCat
 2nd place: Marah and the Mainsail
 3rd place: Eight Day Shiner

LIFELONG LEARNING
Don’t miss the exciting opportunities to learn and socialize through  
the Institute for Lifelong Learning. Most members are people of  
retirement age and baby boomers, but we certainly don’t exclude  
participation by younger people. Our annual membership fee is  
only $5 and is valid from July 1 through June 30. For listings  of  
classes, trips and events, a digital copy of our catalog or contact  
information, visit www.witcc edu/lifelong_learning. Or if you have 
questions, feel free to contact Mara Dekat, Coordinator of the  
Institute for  Lifelong Learning, at 712-274-8733, ext. 1864 or  
email her at mara.dekat@witcc.edu.
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Evelyn Esquivel, 2014 recipient of the 
WITCC Alumni Association Scholarship 
Award, is pursuing her diploma for 
Veterinarian Assistant in tandem with her 
degree as a Medical Assistant. Studying 
for simultaneous degrees may seem 
daunting for most, but Evelyn is accustomed 
to juggling many challenges at once.

Raised in Reno, Nevada, her family 
relocated to Sioux City when she was 
young. On numerous occasions, Evelyn 
recalls being homeless. “When I was 14, 
my family was homeless, we had nowhere 
to go. We had to put our belongings 
in storage, and lived in a motel for a 
couple months until we found a home 
in Hornick, Iowa.” Evelyn endured the 
pain of switching schools mid-year, only 
to move back to Sioux City yet again.

“Six months later, I finished my sophomore 
year at North. We had a beautiful home 
in South Sioux City, Nebraska, and we 
all had our dreams set high!” But it all 
came crashing down again. “We lost the 
house and went back to being homeless.” 
Evelyn recalls bouncing from house to 

house, and even spending the night in a 
car in the parking lot of a superstore.

“After that night passed, we went back to 
a motel with not even a penny to spare for 
food. It was so difficult seeing my family 
go through this. We didn’t always have 
the opportunity to eat well every day or 
to have all the luxuries we wanted.” The 
Esquivels eventually found sanctuary at a 
friend’s house, where they stayed for two 
months and saved up enough money to 
move into a mobile home, which is where 
they have been for the past year. “Things 
are finally looking up for us,” she said.

Despite all this hardship, Evelyn has not let 
any of this deter her focus. “My goals are 
to continue going to Western Iowa Tech. 
This scholarship will help me dramatically 
because it will provide me the opportunity 
to achieve my goals without struggling 
financially.  Your future is what you make 
it, and I plan to make it the best and the 
most successful future ever. Yes, I set 
my goals high, but why not, you can do 
anything you set your mind to, right?”

Alumni
Scholarship Recipient - 
Evelyn Esquivel

SUPPORTING
FUTURE STUDENTS
Would you like to provide a gift of 
education to future students without any  
dollars out of pocket now? If so, consider  
participating in our 5% for Education 
Campaign. You can make a difference  
by designating 5% of your will, retirement  
plan, life insurance policy, or investment  
account to the WITCC Foundation as  
a beneficiary.

Please contact: 
Carolyn Ellwanger at 712-274-8733, 
ext. 1330 for more information.

2014 has been an amazing year of  
growth for Western Iowa Tech Community 
College and new, exciting opportunities 
for our students. Before I share a few 
of this year’s accomplishments, I want 
to take this opportunity to say thank 
you to the Alumni Association for your 
generous giving and for the difference 
you are making in students’ lives.

I recently presented a list of this year’s 
accomplishments to the College community. 
It took nearly 45 minutes to read the six typed 
pages of accomplishments we have achieved 
over the last year. While I don’t have space 
to share all six pages here, I would like to 
highlight a few:

• Western Iowa Tech was named 77th in the 
Nation for granting certificates as published 
in Community College Week.

• Overall, the College granted 2,242 
certificates, diplomas and degrees, which 
marked an 89% increase over the year 
before.

• We piloted a “1-to-1” student laptop initiative, 
and beginning next fall, every new student 
will receive a Macbook Air laptop.

• The College opened a new culinary 
program with state-of-the-art facilities.  
We will continue into the second phase of 
the program next year. The students have 
already taken first place in a salsa and chili 
competition!

• We also opened the Le Mars Center, a site 
dedicated to serve local business and 
community training needs.

• I am very pleased to announce the WITCC 
foundation has raised $100,000 to meet our 
commitment for a matching grant, ultimately 
providing another $200,000 in endowed 
scholarship funds.

• And finally, we opened Prairie Place, a new 
residence hall for our learners. Prairie Place 
houses 180 students in a contemporary 
setting. Students are thrilled with their 
individual living spaces, community room, 
Comet Convenience Store, and all the other 
amenities.

As you can see, the College has had a  
very eventful year. As president, I would like 
nothing more than for you, as a Western Iowa 
Tech Community College alum, to share in our 
past successes and our future endeavors.

Letter
from the
President

T E R R Y  M U R R E L L

FEDERAL MATCHING GRANT 
TO HELP FUTURE STUDENTS 
REACHES FIRST YEAR GOAL
The WITCC Foundation is one step closer 
to achieving a goal of raising $1 million 
towards our endowment thanks to a 
challenge grant awarded by the Dept. of 
Education in fall 2013. With this challenge 
grant, if the Foundation can raise $100,000 
per year in endowment over five years, the 
challenge grant will match it dollar for dollar, 
and the first year goal has been achieved.

If you have an interest in this opportunity, 
you would be able to help our students–
our number 1 priority–while at the same 
time doubling your gift and increasing  
the endowment fund. Any amount is 
welcome towards this goal. For more 
information, contact Carolyn Ellwanger  
at 712-274-8733, ext. 1330.
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Access Pass $99
Members of the community and non-credit 
students who wish to use the Student Center 
facilities and equipment may purchase an 
Access Pass for $99. The facility includes 
basketball courts, weight room, track, cardio 
equipment, ping pong tables, and more. 
Come see the facility for yourself!  When you 
are ready to get going, sign up is available in 
enrollment services. Photo ID required.

Comet Pass $25
Holders of an Access Pass may also 
purchase a Comet Pass which allows you 
admission to any and all fitness courses 
offered in the Student Center for a six month 
time frame. Courses include but are not 
limited to Zumba, Yoga, Spin Bikes, Kick-
boxing, Circuit Training, and more. Course 
listings and times vary by semester.

Day Pass $5
Day Passes are available for $5. This pass 
is available for anyone to use the Student 
Center facilities, as well as any fitness 
courses taking place that day. Passes may 
be purchased at the front desk in the Student 
Center, and a photo I.D. is required. This is a 
great opportunity to use the facilities and try 
out fitness courses before making a longer 
term commitment.

HOW YOU CAN USE THE STUDENT CENTER FACILITIES & EQUIPMENT

HAVE YOU CHECKED OUT 
MEETYOURNEWCAREER.COM 
LATELY?
Our job board continues to grow! There are 
positions available for both current students 
and alumni.

This site is also the focal point for internship 
opportunities for current students. If your 
business or employer offers internship 
positions, please post them on this site for  
our students. We appreciate the support of 
the communities we serve!

Career information is always available 
on MeetYourNewCareer.com. Career 
and transfer workshops are offered each 
semester. A Career and Transfer Expo is 
planned for March 2015; please watch the 
site for more information. The Spring Expo 
includes career workshops in resume 
writing, interview tips, mock interviews, 
and job search skills to prepare students/
alumni for the workplace; a career fair with 
employers on campus; transfer workshops 
and information; FAFSA assistance; and a 
transfer fair with representatives from other 
colleges on our campus.


