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The Western Iowa Tech Community 
College (WITCC) Alumni Association 
is proud to announce the 2013 
Alumnus of the Year winner is 
Jennifer McCune. The award will be 
presented to McCune at the college’s 
fall graduation exercises on Dec. 19.  
The award honors individuals who 
have achieved the highest standards 
in terms of service to WITCC and its 
students; outstanding personal and/or 
professional achievement; and service 
to the community.

Jennifer, a 2001 graduate of Western 
Iowa Tech Community College in Arts & 
Sciences, continued her education with 
a bachelor’s degree in Accounting at 
the University of Nebraska Omaha. She 
obtained her MBA from the University 
of South Dakota.  Jennifer has worked 
in the accounting industry for over 10 
years and is an actively licensed CPA 

in Iowa. She is currently employed 
as instructor at Western Iowa Tech 
Community College and oversees 
the accounting and financial services 
programs.  She has served as assistant 
to the Business Division Chair and is 
also an instructional coach.   Prior to 
her employment at Western Iowa Tech, 
she worked as Corporate Tax Manager 
for Terra Industries in Sioux City. 

Jennifer serves the Siouxland 
community and Western Iowa Tech 
Community College in several ways. 
She has established a partnership with 
the Center for Siouxland to offer VITA 
(Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) on 
the WITCC campus with students in her 
program.  During the 2013 tax season, 
her students provided over 200 hours 
of volunteer tax service.  She started an 
Accounting Club for students allowing 
them the opportunity to network with 

members of the accounting industry. 
She also established the WITCC 
Accounting Student of the Year Award 
with a $1,000 scholarship sponsored by 
a local CPA firm.  

Jennifer serves on the Board of 
Directors for Siouxland Youth Hockey 
Association as Treasurer and Tyke 
Coordinator. She is a volunteer coach 
with the YMCA and a member of the 
Fundraising Committee at Siouxland 
Community Christian School.  Jennifer 
is also an advocate for Count the 
Kicks, a public health campaign that 
encourages expectant parents to 
monitor their baby’s movements in the 
third trimester of pregnancy.  

Jennifer lives in South Sioux City, 
Nebraska with her husband, Brandon, 
and four children.
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NEW SCHOLARSHIP ESTABLISHED
The Western Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) Foundation has announced the creation 
of a new student scholarship, the Thomas P. and Marcia Burke Scholarship.

The $1,500 scholarship will be awarded annually to a student enrolled in a career technical 
program at WITCC who is also a graduate of West High School.  It is being funded with a 
$30,000 gift from Marcia Burke whose husband, Thomas, passed away in 2012.

Thomas, throughout his lifetime, was a passionate supporter of the values of education. He graduated from 
Central High School in 1948 and went on to obtain a bachelor’s degree from Wayne State College and two 
master’s degrees from the University of South Dakota.  He served as principal at West Junior High School 
for 15 years and later served as an administrator at Hoover Middle School and Central Campus.

Marcia graduated from Bloomfield High School in 1951, attended Wayne State College and earned her bachelor’s degree 
at Briar Cliff University, and obtained her master’s degree at Morningside College.  Marcia taught reading in Sioux 
City schools throughout her career and has maintained a deep personal interest in education since her retirement.

If you have an interest in establishing a scholarship to support students at Western Iowa Tech, please  
contact Carolyn Ellwanger at 712-274-8733, ext. 1330.

GRADUATION
WITCC held a commencement ceremony for winter graduates on December 19 at the Orpheum 
Theatre in downtown Sioux City.  Approximately 600 certificates, diplomas and degrees were awarded. 
The guest speaker was Representative Chuck Soderberg.  Photos from graduation are now posted 
online on the WITCC Alumni Association Facebook page.  www.facebook.com/witccalumni

Western Iowa Tech recently received a federal grant from the Department of Education which includes a challenge 
grant for the WITCC Foundation.  With this challenge grant, if the Foundation can raise $100,000 per year over 
the next five years towards endowment, the grant will match those funds.  If you have considered establishing an 
endowment fund for our students and would like to double your gift, please contact Carolyn Ellwanger at  
712-274-8733, ext. 1330 for more information.

Federal Grant Award Provides 
Endowment Opportunity

WITCC Briefs
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The path to success for Vickie Fiala 
has been a rewarding one. She 
initially was not sure what career she 
wanted to pursue, but she always 
enjoyed math and science. Vickie’s 
high school chemistry and physics 
teacher got her hooked on science 
and technology, which eventually 
led her towards a technical career 
path in engineering.

Vickie graduated from Westwood 
High School in Sloan, Iowa in 1973.  
She worked for two years as the first 
female lineperson at Northwestern 
Bell and saved her money so she 
could attend Western Iowa Tech, 
then enrolled in the accounting 
program in 1975.  Upon graduation 
in 1976, she went to work in the 
accounting department of a local 
trucking company.  Vickie then 
moved to Minneapolis and began 
working for Northwestern Bell in 
the Engineering Department.  Her 

interest in engineering led her to 
enroll in engineering classes at 
St. Paul Technical College. Vickie 
worked at Northwestern Bell/US 
West and Winstar Communications 
in several engineering positions for 
over 20 years.  In 2004, Vickie took 
a position with Time Warner Cable 
and moved into operations.  She is 
currently GVP-Network Operations.
 
When Vickie first started her 
career, there were very few women 
in engineering, and even fewer 
in operations.  Over the years, 
however, she found a way to be 
successful by listening to people, 
building key relationships, and 
communicating and work with others 
as a team.  Additionally, having a 
college education gave Vickie the 
confidence to accomplish everything 
she set her mind to do. She feels 
fortunate to have been raised and 
educated in the Midwest with a 
strong work ethic and a desire to 
help others.

Outside of her work duties, Vickie 
has served as President of the 
Women in Cable Telecommunication 
for the Washington/Baltimore 
Chapter, is an active member of 
the National Association of Multi-
Ethnicity in Communications 
and the Society of Cable 
Telecommunications Engineers, 
and recently joined the Board 
of Girls Inc, an organization that 
inspires girls to be strong, smart 
and bold.  In this month’s issue 

of Cable Fax magazine, Vickie 
was recognized as one of the top 
Women in Technology.  She has also 
mentored several high potential 
men and women, and has felt a 
great sense of accomplishment 
as they were promoted to higher 
positions and recognized by industry 
organizations for their contributions 
and leadership. 
 
Vickie willingly shares the following 
words of advice to current students:  
“Don’t be afraid to try something 
new and different. Even if you don’t 
have all the skills for a particular job, 
go for it anyway.  It will provide you 
with growth opportunities and give 
you more tools in your own personal 
toolbox.”  And she didn’t stop there. 
“Never stop building your network, 
and keep in touch. You never know 
when an opportunity will arise where 
you may need a contact, referral 
or recommendation.  Also, keep a 
positive attitude and don’t be afraid 
to ask questions.”

Vickie highly recommends Western 
Iowa Tech because it offers many 
options for students to begin their 
path to higher education.  She finds 
it is especially good for students 
who may not be sure of their career 
goals.  

In her spare time, Vickie enjoys 
reading mystery novels, gardening, 
and sudoku.  She and her husband 
Bob also enjoy boating on the 
Chesapeake Bay.  



Michelle Haan is the 2013 recipient of the Alumni 
Association Scholarship. A graduate of Lynden Christian 
High School from Lynden, WA in 2008, Michelle started 
off her collegiate path at Dordt College in the education 
program. After two years at Dordt, Michelle heard a piece 
of advice that quickly put her on a new path: “Do not 
pursue this career unless you are passionate about it.”

That statement haunted Michelle, and she soon realized 
her heart was not in the education realm, but instead in the 
exercise science program, where she sought her Associate 
Degree as a Physical Therapist Assistant. “Working one on 
one with patients, assisting them as they strive to reach their 
goals, helping them maintain a healthy lifestyle, and being 
a bright light of their day is my passion,” says Michelle.

She soon began searching for a school with which to 
finish her program. “WITCC’s program is accredited 
and has a well established coursework program.” 
Michelle called and researched far and wide before 
she made up her mind on which institution she wanted 
to attend. “WITCC sat high on my list of schools to 
attend. Once I received my letter of acceptance to the 
PTA program, my decision was further solidified.”

Now in her second semester, Michelle is very happy with 
her decision, and is quite comfortable in the classroom. 
“The professors are very knowledgeable and challenging, 
yet they have a personal interest in their students and 
strive to help everyone succeed.” Michelle has also found 
friends among her classmates. “Being in a small program 
contributes to the sense that my classmates are family. 
We all struggle together and rejoice when we succeed.”

Michelle was married to her college sweetheart 
in June. Her husband works as a teacher at 
Siouxland Community Christian School. 

Michelle has stayed active in the community as well. 
She was highly successful in Dordt’s cross country team 
and track team. She has also previously taken part 
in mission trips and church youth group activities.

“Getting a job as a PTA allows me not only to financially 
support my family but also helps me to assist people 
overcome their injuries and motivate them to keep working 
hard. Receiving the scholarship will truly help me pursue 
my goals of becoming a Physical Therapist Assistant.”

2013 Alumni  
Association Scholarship 
Michelle Haan
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MeetYourNewCareer.com is partnering with IowaWorks 
and several departments at Western Iowa Tech Community 
College to bring you Career Prep Days to assist you in 
preparing for entry into the workforce.

Representatives from IowaWorks will be available on 
campus to provide one-on-one resume building or updates, 
cover letter, and job application assistance.  Representatives 
from WITCC will be available on campus to provide 
online interview services and reviews, resume critique for 
individuals who already have a resume ready, and career 
assessments for individuals still exploring careers.

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED for online interviews. 
If for some reason you register and discover later you are 
unable to attend, please email jobs@witcc.edu. Register 
early for your preferred appointment time.

Registration is encouraged for any of the other services. 

Individuals who pre-register will be given preference over 
walk-ins. 

ALL SERVICES FREE FOR ALL ATTENDEES

Email questions to: jobs@witcc.edu

THE NEW AND IMPROVED

www.MeetYourNewCareer.com site is up and running!

The site has several services available virtually and 
face-to-face for current students & alumni. In addition 
to the website, a pilot program with a community 

partner provides resume review and feedback. 
These are available now for currentstudents and 
alumni to email their resumes to the website.

The job board is also a service through the website. 
More and more employers are using this site to post 
open positions and internship opportunities available. 
Users can search by subject area, for internship 
opportunities, or just browse all openings in general. 
If you have any suggestions you would like to see 
on the site or other input, please feel free to use 
the Are You Interested In… section on the site.

We are working on getting some other 
exciting services going as well.

Career Prep Days

Meet Your New Career

FOR EMPLOYERS
If you would like a job posted on our site, please fill out the on-line form at www.meetyournewcareer.com and click on the For 
Employers link to post your job opening information.  If we have any questions concerning your posting, you will be contacted. 
If you have any questions regarding this site, please email us at jobs@witcc.edu.  Thank you for supporting our students.



ANGELA PITTMAN 
Year Completed: 2001
Program: RN Associate Degree
Current Employer: Open Arms Care Corporation
Current Position: RN Supervisor

STEPHANIE HAVELAAR 
Year Completed: 2013
Program: CE Child & Dependent Adult Abuse
Current Employer: Opportunities Unlimited 
Current Position: Therapy Department

JERRY P MONTAGNE
Year Completed: 1982
Program: Police Science
Current Employer: McPherson Police Dept
Current Position:  Police Instructor

CHAD MILLIkAN
Year Completed: 2004/1992
Program: Associate Degree Nursing/Police Science Technology
Current Employer:  Mercy Medical Center
Current Position:  Manager of Clinical Services ICU

NICk ROL 
Year Completed: 2001
Program: Electrician
Current Employer:  Thompson Electric Co
Current Position:  Project Manager

JEROD WELCH 
Year Completed: 2011
Program: Diesel Mechanics Technology
Current Employer:  Welch Auto and Tire
Current Position:  Owner

kOLBY DEWITT 
Year Completed: 2011
Program: Arts & Science
Current Employer:  Sam Clovis for U.S. Senate
Current Position:  Field Director

 

DARIN SPECkETER 
Year Completed: 2010
Program: Police Science
Current Employer:  Monona County
Current Position:  Deputy Sheriff

DIANE HAY 
Year Completed: 1975/1996
Program: Administrative Assistant/ Associate Of Arts
Current Employer:  Cannon Moss Brygger Architects
Current Position:  Administrative Assistant

TRACI MARCH 
Year Completed: 1998/2002
Program: Practical Nursing/ Associate Degree Nursing
Current Employer:  Mercy Business Health Services
Current Position:  Nurse Supervisor

RYAN GILBERT 
Year Completed: 2012/2013
Program: Electrician/CE High Performance Management
Current Employer: Thompson Electric Co 
Current Position:  Service Manager

Retirements
DON DUzIk
Director of Financial Aid

SHAUNA HEIDEN 
ABE/GED/ELL Specialist

GEORGE kOETTERS
Electrician Instructor

In Memory
BOB FRIEND
Head Librarian, passed away 10-3-2013

MARILYN J. UPTON
Nursing Instructor, passed away 11-4-13

Alumni Updates
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Would you like the opportunity to provide a gift of education to future students without any dollars out of pocket 
now? If so, consider participating in our 5% to Education Campaign. You can make a difference in the lives of future 
WITCC students by designating 5% of your will, retirement plan, life insurance policy, or investment account to 
the WITCC Foundation.  Please contact Carolyn Ellwanger at 712-274-8733, ext. 1330 for more information.

Supporting 
Future Students
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Greetings WITCC Alumnus, Your Alumni Association continues to focus on activities and events that help build 
connections, and along the way provide opportunities that could change the lives of both existing and future alumni. 
As alumni, we all know how our education at WITCC has impacted our lives both personally and professionally. 
The Alumni Association is dedicated to finding ways to continue these connections long after graduation.

Joaquin Alvarez Web Design/Web Programmer/Web Master 2003/2004/2004

Kevin Archer Architectural Construction Engineering Technology 1987

Danielle Benoit Arts & Sciences/Marketing Management 2008/2008

Paul Bergmann Agribusiness Technology 1983

Kolby DeWitt Political Science 2010

Carolyn Ellwanger Legal Secretary/Arts & Sciences 1976/1994

Myrah Favors Arts & Sciences 2000

Jeff Gordon  Desktop Publishing Technology 1992

Shannon Jorstad Software Support Specialist/Computer Programming 1993/1994

Jackie Krueger Dental Assisting 1975

Justin Meyer Arts & Sciences 2003

Larry Obermeyer Retail Marketing/Marketing Management 2002

Keith Obermiller Retail Meat Cutting 1984

Jenn Pavone Marketing

Marti Reilly Police Science  1981

Douglas Rose Architectural Drafting 1973

Traci Trampe Architectural Construction Engineering Technology 1989

BE SURE TO SHARE YOUR UPDATES WITH US AND CONNECT WITH THE WITCC ALUMNI OFFICE.

witcc.edu/alumni   /   alumni@witcc.edu   /   712-274-8733, ext. 1828   /   

2014 Alumni Association Board of Directors:

7

Supporting 
Future Students

The Western Iowa Tech Alumni Association Board will be inducting a 
new president at the next regular board meeting in January.  Marti Reilly, 
WITCC Police Science class of ’81, will take the reins from Justin Meyer, 
who served as board president for the last five years.  Marti has been with 
the Sioux City Police Department for nearly 28 years, and currently holds 
the position of Captain.  Marti is a 2008 WITCC Alumni of the Year Award 
recipient, 2008 WITCC fall commencement speaker, current advisor for 
the WITCC police science program, and has been an alumni association 
board member for three years.  “I look forward to working with our alumni 
board and our alumni to increase involvement towards the mission of 
Western Iowa Tech Community College to provide quality education 
and to economically enhance the communities we serve,” said Reilly.

Alumni Association Board  
Announces New President
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The Western Iowa Tech Alumni Association Board sponsored 
a free family fun outdoor movie night on Saturday, September 
21 in the Comet Crater on the Sioux City campus.  The night 
could not have been more perfect.  It was a good opportunity 
to bring people together to see the WITCC campus and enjoy 
a free movie and popcorn with their families.  The board sold 

hotdogs, chips, pop and cookies, with all proceeds going to 
the alumni scholarship fund.  Due to the success of this first-
time movie night, consideration is being given to making it an 
annual event.  Events like this bring together current and past 
students, faculty, staff and the public to celebrate the college 
that has opened doors for thousands in the Siouxland area.

Outdoor  
Movie Night
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