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Your planned gift to the 
WITCC Foundation will 
benefit students in the 
years to come. You can 
make a planned gift in a 
variety of ways, including a 
bequest in your will; a gift 
of life insurance; a portion 
of your retirement funds; 
or through deferred gifts 
such as a qualified trust. 
Selecting a charitable gift 
plan which will work best 
for you will depend on 
your individual situation. 
You can work with your 
professional advisor to 
develop a plan which 
will best suit you. Please 
contact Carolyn Ellwanger 
at 712-274-8733, ext. 
1330 for more information.

PLANNED
GIVING

WITCC
CHANGING LIVES
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STAY CONNECTED

As you read through this issue, we encourage you to think about the new title of our 
newsletter: Alumni Connection, Changing Lives. Here at Western Iowa Tech, we know our 
alumni contribute toward your communities in countless ways. Through your work, you 
have probably changed the life of someone else; and through your education we hope 
Western Iowa Tech has changed your life too. Now and in the future, we hope to highlight 
and share some of these stories.
Statistically over 90% of our alumni remain in the Siouxland region after graduation. Many 
of our alums go on to pursue additional degrees, while others find long term employment in 
the area. Regardless of where you happen to be, we hope you will stay in touch. Whether 
you are looking for professional resources, an opportunity to network with others in your 
field, or if you would like to hold a reunion with fellow graduates from your program - 
please feel free to utilize the Alumni Office as your point of contact.
 We encourage all alumni to visit our campus when possible, and stay in touch with the 
college community. Our current students can benefit from your established relationships and 
professional knowledge, and there are always opportunities for recreation, entertainment, 
and culture on campus.
For a list of upcoming events, please visit: 
http://www.witcc.edu/student_activities/events.cfm 
Sincerely,
 Chris Hall and Brandy TenHulzen
 Western Iowa Tech Alumni Office

Greetings WITCC Alumnus,

Jim Rocklin is the second generation of his family to 
run Rocklin Manufacturing Co., and he possesses a 
contagious enthusiasm for Western Iowa Tech. “When 
people are talking about the college, I say think about 
your daily life. Whatever you do, there are going to be 
people who have graduated from a WIT program. They 
take care of and run our community.” Jim’s history with 
the college dates back over 35 years. Previously, he 
served as an elected board member for the college from 
1976-1992, and he currently serves as President of the 
WITCC Foundation Board.

The history of Rocklin Manufacturing Co. dates to 1934 
when Jim’s father, I.J. Rocklin founded the company 
in Sioux City. Originally, the company manufactured 
and marketed farm machinery accessories. During 
WWII, production shifted to support the war effort 
and the company operated 24 

hours a day, producing subassemblies for tanks and 
trucks. Later on, I.J. Rocklin invented and patented 
the Rocklinizer process which electronically deposits 
carbide to tools and dies. Carbide, which is a hard and 
wear resistant material, thereby extends the life span of 
the tools. Along with the companion Moldmender Micro 
Welder, Rocklin Manufacturing now markets and sells 
its products to 35 countries around the world.

The relationship between Rocklin Manufacturing and 
Western Iowa Tech extends throughout the company. 
Jim explains, “We’re not atypical of businesses in the 
community - spouses, children, ourselves - we all have 
some connection to the college.” As others joined the 
conversation they confirmed his claim. Karen James 
stated that her son is a graduate of the police science 
program, her daughter is a graduate of accounting, and 
that she has encouraged grandchildren to take online 
courses. Chris Rosener, the general manager, added 
that he, his wife, and son have all graduated from 
the college and that his daughter is currently taking 
courses. Two other employees, Leslie Ferris and Matt 
Jacobsma, were hired directly out of their respective 
programs. As Rocklin himself explains, “You’re getting 
the kind of training you can use on the job. When I need 
employees, I call the instructors of that department. I tell 
them, ‘You’re familiar with us, you know our business; 
Please send me three or four candidates.’”

In closing, Rocklin underscored the importance of 
technical education to the future of the job market. “It’s 
important to impress upon people in grade school and 
middle school on up how sophisticated and important 
these jobs are. Be it a manufacturing environment, 
science, wind energy, auto body and repair programs, 
a doctor’s office, EMT and ambulance operators - these 
are trainings and competencies you can’t get anywhere 
else. If people get into the right classes and receive the 
right stimulation and skills, they have an opportunity to 
make some good money and have a stable lifestyle.”

ROCKLIN MANUFACTURING COMPANY
BUSINESS & INDUSTRY
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Apart from a John Belushi “Animal 
House” poster, many people won’t 
recognize the objects hanging on the 
walls of Mark Vandermark’s office.
For the past 30 years, Vandermark has 
been restoring musical instruments. 
He has collected hundreds of 
specialized tools designed for specific 
instrument repairs, some costing more 
than several thousand dollars.
An alumnus of Western Iowa Tech’s 
band instrument repair program, 
Vandermark was hired as the repair 
technician in the LSU Department of 
Bands in 2007 and currently oversees 
the maintenance of more than 800 
instruments for the LSU School of 
Music.
“I’m responsible for making sure all 
the instruments are up and running,” 
Vandermark said. “My main function 
is to keep Tiger Band going.” On any 
given Friday or Saturday preceding a 
home game, Vandermark said he will 
have a dozen panicked Tiger Band 
players flood into his office needing 
quick repairs.
Vandermark said he grew up playing 
different instruments, beginning 
with the trumpet in fourth grade and 
eventually adding the trombone, 
euphonium and saxophone, his 
favorite instrument.” I knew I was 
going to be in the music industry since 
the eighth grade,” said Vandermark, 
who is 54 years old. “I’ve never done 
anything else but this.”
Vandermark said his zeal for music 
continued in college, where he 
played in the Penn State Blue Band 
while secretly hitchhiking two hours 
to Pittsburgh for trombone lessons 

WESTERN IOWA TECH GRAD 
CARES FOR MORE THAN 800 INSTRUMENTS IN LOUISIANA 

from a member 
of the Pittsburgh 
Symphony.
After getting caught 
in the crossfire of 
a bar fight during 
a performance 
in Pennsylvania, 
Vandermark said he 
was knocked over 
and his trombone 
was smashed. “I took 
it to the local repair 
man and he fixed it, 
but I knew it could 
be better,” he said. “I 
didn’t know how, but I 
wanted to learn.”
Vandermark enrolled 
in an instrument 
repair course at 
Western Iowa Tech 
Community College 
at the age of 19.
After graduating 
from Western Iowa Tech, Vandermark 
worked in various music stores over 
the years, but in 1987, he opened his 
own brass and saxophone repair shop 
in Mississippi.
While the average repair takes around 
two to four hours, Vandermark said 
he once spent more than 100 hours 
restoring a Californian’s saxophone 
that had been run over by a car.
“There really isn’t anything I can’t 
fix,” he said. “If the damage is bad 
enough, I can use the best parts of the 
instrument to build a new one.”
Roy King, Tiger Band director, said 
he was on the committee that hired 

Vandermark. King 
said it was the first 
time the school 
issued a special test 
to assess potential 
employees. King 
said one portion of 
the test required the 
candidates to solve 
a predetermined 
problem for a given 
instrument, one 
of which was a 
piccolo that was 
said to be out of 
tune. “Mark was 
the only candidate 
who noticed that the 
piccolo was a very 
old model, and older 
models were set in 
D-flat,” King said. 
“Modern piccolos 
are normally all in 
the key of C.”

Vandermark currently teaches 
instrument repair and maintenance 
classes for undergraduates.
“I teach them how to diagnose the 
problem and then figure out how to fix 
it,” he said. “I teach them how to think 
like a craftsman.”
Amy Bernloehr, music education 
senior and one of Vandermark’s 
students, said Vandermark is a great 
resource to have on campus.
“It’s been really awesome having 
someone with such insight into the 
repair field and seeing how quickly 
he can do everything. He’s just a cool 
guy,” she said.

Instrument repair technician Mark Vandermark 
polishes a donated trombone dated to 1917. 
Vandermark cares for instruments in the LSU 
School of Music. Adapted from LSU Reveille 
article by Sarah Eddington.

On-Campus News
Would you like to assist a new WITCC 
student through a scholarship at no 
cost to you?  A $500 scholarship may 
be available to a new student with 
financial need, and you can help by 
submitting an alumni scholarship 
nomination form. The nomination 
form is available online at http://www.
witcc.edu/alumni_friends/scholarship_
nomination.cfm. Deadline for fall 
awards is September 1; deadline for 
spring awards is January 25.

For more information, please contact 
Chris at 712-274-8733, ext. 1821.

ALUMNI 
SCHOLARSHIP 
APPLICATION

STUDENTS BUILD HABITAT FOR 
HUMANITY HOME ON SPRING BREAK
Thirteen students and four staff members from Western Iowa Tech Community 
College (WITCC) traveled to Midland, Texas from March 10 to 18 to volunteer in 
the Habitat for Humanity 2012 Collegiate Challenge over spring break. The group 
was made up of students from the Siouxland area, as well as several students from 
overseas enrolled in WITCC’s international students program.
In Midland, the students worked alongside other volunteers to build simple, decent 
and affordable housing. This is the fifth consecutive year that WITCC has participated 
in the Habitat for Humanity Collegiate Challenge. Mike Brown, Student Activities 
Coordinator, has accompanied the students on each trip.  “By the end of the week,” 
Brown said, “not only had our students learned how to build a house, but they had 
also seen how their actions helped to improve people’s lives by providing safe, 
affordable shelter.  In this way, they created a legacy in the community they served.”
Habitat for Humanity 
International is a global 
nonprofit Christian housing 
organization that brings 
people together to build 
homes, communities 
and hope.  Since 1976, 
Habitat has served more 
than 500,000 families 
by welcoming people of 
all races, religions and 
nationalities to construct, 
rehabilitate or preserve 
homes.

Ragdha Mashal 
Midland Habitat for Humanity

Western Iowa Tech is updating and upgrading its 
front entrance. Check out our new look! In the mean 
time Entrance 1, the main entrance, will be closed. 
Please use Entrance 3 as the temporary entrance 
during this time of improvement. Construction is 
scheduled to be completed by December 2012.

A NEW LOOK IS 
COMING TO WITCC



On-Campus News
WIT STUDENTS EXCEL IN CSI COMPETITIONS

NEW POSITIONS

RETIREMENTS
Jill Sullivan, Campus Services 
Coordinator/Admissions 
Representative
Dr. Mary Mohni, Dean of Instruction
Derald Sawyer, Architectural 
Construction Engineering  
Technology Instructor

Dr. Juline Albert, Vice President of 
Instruction and Student Services
Tricia Sutherland, Dean of Students
Tawnya Beermann, 
Associate Dean of Students
Diane Hargens, 
Associate Dean of Instruction

Forty-three years ago, in 1969, Sioux City 
Police Officer Roy Montross served as the 
founding instructor for the Western Iowa 
Tech police science program. Throughout 
the years, the program has adapted to 
meet the needs of an ever-changing field. 
With students going into law enforcement, 
forensics, and corrections after graduation, 
instructors have broadened the means by 
which they educate students.
Last winter police science instructor Gary 
Powell traveled with three teams of his 
current students to a regional competition 
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Hosted by 
Colorado Technical University, the annual 
competition tests students on concepts 
learned in the classroom. Fellow instructor 
Don Dorn explains, “We aim to train and 
instruct students at a higher level than 
they might find in competition. They are 
trained for worst case scenarios, and what 
they might find in the real world.”
The indoor competition required each 
team to process and document a simulated 
crime scene. The skills tested included 

interviewing witnesses and suspects, 
collecting and photographing evidence, 
creating sketches of the crime scene, and 
preparing crime scene reports and logs. 
The outdoor traffic collision competition 
required the students to collect evidence 
at an outdoor crime scene that involved 
a vehicle and simulated shooting with 
victims. After judging, the rigorous prep 
work seemed to have paid off. Each of the 
three teams sent by Western Iowa Tech 
placed at the top of competition.
According to Dorn, the preparation also 
provides students with a leg up when 
applying for work after graduation. “For 
years and years our students have served 
everywhere. Some have stayed in small 
communities, while others are doing 
background checks for federal agencies, 
or have become Deputy U.S. Marshalls, 
ATF Agents, or worked for the DEA and 
Secret Service. One of our grads is the 
Colonel of Iowa State Patrol. We have 
many, many more that are police officers 
all over the country, as well as deputy 
sheriffs and state troopers. Our students 
run the gamut of professionals in law 
enforcement.”

By the Numbers
Regional Competition: Students were 
allocated a time limit of 45 minutes to 
process the scene and were required to 
produce a report the next day. Teams 
were evaluated and graded by three 
professional judges against rubrics that 
had a maximum potential score of 25 
points.

Participating Students: A total of 16 
students participated in this year’s 
competition at CTU. Teams placed 
1st and 2nd in the advanced indoor 
competition, and took 1st place in the 
outdoor category.

WIT Grads in Law Enforcement: The 
majority of police science grads are on 
the enforcement track (75%) and the 
rest are split between forensics and 
corrections (25%). Dorn estimates that 
2/3 of Sioux City’s Police Department are 
WIT graduates.

facebook.com/witccalumni @witccalumni
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Alumni Partnerships
pleased with their service. “Service 
and quality are what we are founded 
on,” George explained. “Sometimes 
going an extra step above and beyond 
giving an estimate,” is what ensures 

that happiness for his 
customers.
An alumnus of the auto 
body repair program, 
Tsiobanos founded Sioux 
Body Shop on West 
8th Street in January 
1991. By getting to know 
customers one on one, 
he believes his business 
model has found success 
and that Sioux Body 
Shop has established a 
positive reputation in the 
community. If a customer 
leaves happy and shares 
that review with a friend 

or family member, it is likely they will 
return. “In 1991, there were two of us 
working in the shop – now there are ten 
of us,” George explained. “Most of our 
business is from returning customers.”
Along with the growth his business 
has experienced, 
Tsiobanos says it 
is important for him 
to remain involved 
with the college. 
Currently he serves 
as an advisory board 
member for the 
auto collision repair 
program, and with 
fellow employees, 
he sponsors an 
annual scholarship 
for a second-
year auto collision 
repair student. 

The scholarship “serves as a token of 
appreciation for what the students are 
doing.”
Over the course of many years, the auto 
collision repair program has matured. 
Originally the program lasted for one 
year, but now the full curriculum lasts for 
just under three. Tsiobanos says it was 
necessary for the coursework to grow. 
“As the cars change, the technology 
changes with the cars. That is another 
thing Western Iowa Tech does – it helps 
with continuing education for people 
within the industry.”
Looking toward the horizon, Tsiobanos 
believes his business will continue 
to grow. “We are looking forward to 
when this construction project is done 
around Wesley Way and hope to 
expand by adding on.” He also believes 
the industry will continue to develop 
with new technology, equipment, and 
techniques. He expects that new 
graduates will have a basic knowledge 
of the industry and believes the vast 
majority of them will stay within the field. 
“Within the next ten years there will be 
fewer shops, but they will be bigger.”

Upon founding Sioux Body Shop, 
George Tsiobanos wasn’t setting out 
to break the mold. His plan for the 
business was straightforward; his goal 
was to make sure that customers were 

SIOUX BODY SHOP

KEEP IN TOUCH
If you have recently moved, found new 
employment, gotten married, or added 
a new email address - it only takes a 
few seconds to update your contact 
information. Please visit our website 
at www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends. As 
an alumnus of Western Iowa Tech, our 
website and Facebook accounts are 
designed to help you connect to lost 
classmates, meet other professionals 
in your area, find job opportunities, 
and keep current with the campus 
community.

facebook.com/WITCCAlumni

We have recently posted photographs 
from spring graduation and highlighted 
Western Iowa Tech alums in the news. 
If there is a story you would like to 
share, please let us know. We’re proud 
that our alumni are Changing Lives 
every day.

linkedin.com/in/witccalumni
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WITCC Briefs

WITSTOCK MUSIC 
FESTIVAL RE-SCHEDULED 

Alumni are invited to join the 
campus community for the 
annual WITSTOCK Battle of 
the Bands on August 23 from 
6 p.m. to midnight.
The free public event features 

an evening music festival and competition. The headliner is Premium Draft, 
a cover band from Sioux City. They will perform at 11 p.m.
Bands from Siouxland and surrounding area will compete for prizes: first 
place, $1,000; second place, $750; and third place, $500. Judges will be 
drawn from Western Iowa Tech faculty, staff and students.
The Battle of the Bands will take place in the area known as the Comet 
Crater, a grassy site in front of Building A. Ray’s Mid-Bell Music has once 
again donated an electric guitar to be raffled at the event.  Tickets are $1 
each or 6 for $5. All proceeds from the guitar raffle with go to Susan G. 
Komen for the Cure.
For more information, contact Mike Brown, student activities director, at 
712-274-8733, ext. 1201.

At the start of each semester, 
volunteers provide critical assistance 
during orientation and connect with 
students in a variety of helpful ways. 
Perhaps your knowledge in a certain 
area could benefit a student through 
part-time tutoring. You can make a 
difference in the lives of our students, 
and there are many opportunities to 
get involved:
 • Admissions/Recruitment 
 • Campus Tours
 • Events
 • Alumni Relations 
 • Tutoring 
 • Technical/Clerical Tasks
Visit our website: http://www.witcc.
edu/alumni_friends/volunteer.cfm to 
sign up for an area that interests you! 
Or please call the Office of Alumni 
Relations at 712-274-8733 ext. 1828.  
We would love to have you join us.

Current students and alumni of the WIT Band Instrument Repair program 
gathered at the annual NAPBIRT (interNational Association of Professional 
Band Instrument Repair Technicians) national clinic and conference held the 
weekend of April 13-16 in Normal, Illinois. 

WIT BAND INSTRUMENT REPAIR

Last fall, students with an interest in the outdoors and a knack for organization formed 
the Comets Disc Golf Club. With abundant green space available on the southwestern 
corner of campus, these students looked for ways to enhance the landscape. They found 
others with a mutual interest, applied for funding from the student activities fund, held a 
raffle to raise money, and approached area businesses for in-kind support and donations. 
Within weeks, they found the necessary support for the new Western Iowa Tech “disc golf 
course”. The course is now open for play. We encourage all alumni to visit the College 
and enjoy the recreational opportunities available on campus.

WITCC COMETS DISC GOLF CLUB 

Roger Fritz '85, a graduate of the Electronic 
Communications program at WIT, tried out the new 

frisbee golf course with his son while visiting Sioux City.

Pictured are, left to right: Pat Yagiela, 2012; Matt Blose, 2012; Mark Schmedinghoff, instructor 
2009-present; Cameron Ballantyne, 2012; Jerry Groathouse, 1974; Del Sarlette, 1974; Shelby 
Linton, 2012; Brian Roberts, 2012; Mike Nye, 1993; Nan Ward, 1975; Andrew Eaton, 2006; Sid 
Marlin, 1976; Chuck Davidshofer, 1972; Jason Gregg, 2009; Zack Piatt, 2012; Keith Ramsden, 
1996; Hal Spies, 1989.

Each year the WITCC Alumni 
Association presents the Alumnus 
of the Year Award to a distinguished 
graduate. The award is chosen based 
upon the following criteria:
 • Service, commitment and/or 

support to Western Iowa Tech 
Community College and its 
students

 • Outstanding personal and/or 
professional achievement

 • Service to the community

NOMINATIONS 
FOR ALUMNI OF 
THE YEAR ARE 
NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED

If you would like to nominate someone 
for this award, please email Alumni@
witcc.edu for a copy of the application, 
or visit our website at the following 
address: http://www.witcc.edu/
alumni_friends/AlumniAward.cfm. 
Nominations should be submitted 
no later than September 15th. Each 
nominee will be considered by a panel 
of WITCC faculty and members of the 
Alumni Association Board.

The Office of Alumni Relations is glad to assist our graduates with various program 
reunions, networking events, and social gatherings. Recently, a networking event 
for the accounting program was held in which accounting professionals from 
the Siouxland area had an opportunity to meet with current students and recent 
graduates. Meeting with colleagues in your field and re-connecting with fellow 
graduates could open the door to your next professional prospect.
If you would like to meet with friends 
and fellow graduates from your 
program, please contact Brandy 
TenHulzen at 712-274-8733 ext. 1828.

PROGRAM REUNIONS & EVENTS

The WITCC Accounting Club 
and Alumni Association co-hosted a social 
event and luncheon attended by students, 

alumni, faculty, 
and business leaders from 

throughout Siouxland.
The firm Henjes, Conner & Williams, P.C. 

provides an annual scholarship to an 
accounting student. 

Pictured here are Don Klynsma and 
Mike Tramp, representing the firm, as well 
as scholarship recipient Mary Armbruster.

WITCC held the commencement 
ceremony for spring graduates on 
May 18, 2012, at the Tyson Event 
Center in downtown Sioux City.
Photos from Spring Graduation 
are now posted online. Whether 
you stopped by the photo booth, 
or want to share a few pictures 
with friends - be sure to check our 
Facebook page www.Facebook.
com/WITCCAlumni.

GRADUATION

The WITCC Auto Program hosted its 3rd Annual Show & Shine Open House on April 
27 in the Transportation Center.  This event is held each year in conjunction with the 
Tri-State Cruisers and invites attendees to bring their cars or motorcycles of all makes & 
models.  This year attendees saw new projects and dyno demonstrations, participated 
in the hands-on testing of equipment, and met new Auto Body staff.  Proceeds from 
food sales benefitted WIT automotive scholarships.

AUTO PROGRAM OPEN HOUSE
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