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GRADUATION 
WITCC held a commencement ceremony for winter graduates on 
December 20 at the Orpheum Theatre in downtown Sioux City.  
Approximately 240 individuals were awarded a degree, diploma 
or certificate. The guest speaker was Senator Randy Feenstra. 
Photos from graduation are now posted online.  To see these 
pictures, visit our WITCC Alumni Association Facebook page.
PROGRAM REUNIONS & EVENTS
More than 20 dental assisting students participated in the 5th 
Iowa Mission of Mercy in Davenport, Iowa on October 5 & 6. The 
Western Iowa Tech Dental Assisting Program has participated 
in all 5 of the Iowa Mission of Mercy events. This year’s event 

saw 1,389 individuals and provided 
$923,000 worth of dentistry. We were 
also pleased to learn that several 
WITCC graduates also volunteered 
their time to this event. Tasha (Wait) 
Wendel is a 2006 graduate of Pre-
Dental Hygiene and is employed at 
First Family Dental in Sioux City.

WITCC BRIEFS

An upcoming vote will dramatically impact Western Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) and the communities 
it serves. On a February 5 special election ballot, Western Iowa Tech will seek renewal of its current instructional 
equipment levy. Unlike the building and facilities effort which was successfully renewed in 2011, this levy is intended 
to enhance the instructional equipment used by WITCC students for their quality education and ensuing service to 
the community.

It is important to note that:

 • This levy is not a new tax.

 • Voters must renew it every ten years.

 • It costs just $0.001711 (much less than a penny) for every dollar paid in property taxes.

 • It is used solely for instructional equipment.

On a daily basis, our community depends on the vital services provided by many Western Iowa Tech graduates.  
Whether our students go on to be nurses, HVAC technicians, police officers, dental assistants, homebuilders, 
or mechanics, a modest investment in the equipment they utilize provides our region with long term benefits.  
More than 90 percent of our students remain in the immediate area after graduation. The instructional equipment 
provides for a hands-on education, and helps our region maintain a skilled and well educated workforce.  

SPECIAL ELECTION
UPCOMING

WITSTOCK BATTLE OF THE BANDS RESULTS
Western Iowa Tech’s sixth annual WITSTOCK “Battle of the 
Bands” music festival, held in August, raised $300 for the Sioux 
City branch of Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  The festival 
winners were: 

1st place
 November 35th
2nd place
 Unfading
3rd place
 Premium Draft  

November 35th has ties to WITCC. Band members Jacen 
(drummer) and Evan (lead guitar) are the children of Daniel and 
Stacey Kaler. Stacey is a WITCC graduate of Dental Assisting ‘90.  
Daniel L. Kaler, D.D.S., P.C., is a local orthodontist who provides 
experience for students in the WITCC dental assisting program.

Tasha Wendel, 
‘06 WITCC Graduate

WINTER 2012-13

PLEASE REMEMBER TO VOTE ON 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 5.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

COMET SOFTBALL
WITCC Comet Coed Softball team was named the Floyd Slow Pitch Softball 
Runner-Up for 2012. Their trophy has made it home!  Stop by and see it at the 
Student Center.
COMET RUGBY
Did you know that the WITCC rugby team beat Iowa State’s rugby team? 
Congrats to the Siouxland Swine and the WITCC Comets rugby club who 
partnered to take a 44-30 win over Iowa State on September 15!

COMETS SPORTS UPDATE

WITCC Comet Coed Softball Team

November 35th, First Place Winner
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The Western Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) Alumni 
Association is proud to announce the 2012 Alumnus of the 
Year winner is Justin Meyer. The award honors individuals 
who have achieved the highest standards in terms of service 
to WITCC and its students; outstanding personal and/or 
professional achievement; and service to the community.
Justin, a 2003 graduate of Western Iowa Tech Community 
College in Arts & Sciences, continued his education with a 
bachelor’s egree at Briar Cliff University. He also holds an 
Associate of Science Degree from Western Dakota Tech, 
Rapid City, SD. Justin has worked in the architectural and 
design industry for 15 years in various design support roles 
as Technology Management, CAD Management, and Project 
Coordination.  He is an industry recognized LEED AP BD+C 
professional (Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design Accredited Professional with a specialty in Building 
Design + Construction).  He is currently employed at PLaN 
Architecture in Sioux City, Iowa as a project coordinator and 
designer where he continues his passion in the art of building 
science and design.
Justin also partners with his wife Megan in the art of 
photography with their business, Photography by Meyer, 
working as a wedding and architectural photography team 
serving Sioux City and the surrounding area.
Justin has served in the Siouxland community and for Western 
Iowa Tech Community College in several ways. Since 2006 
he has been involved with the college’s Alumni Association 

Board and has served as 
president for the last 4 years. 
He sits on the College’s 
Foundation board as a liaison 
between the Foundation and 
Alumni Association Boards, 
and is involved in strategic 
planning and committee work 
with both boards.
Along with supporting 
higher education within 
his community, Justin has 
served on boards at the local 
Red Cross Chapter, The 
Rotary Club of Sioux City, 
and chaired various working 
committees within those non-
profit organizations.  He is 
also a graduate of the 2007 class of Leadership Siouxland 
and served on the organization’s curriculum planning 
committee in 2007 and 2008.  Justin is a member of Sioux 
City Growth Organization (SCGO) and the Iowa Chapter of 
the U.S. Green Building Council.
Justin has lived in Sioux City since relocating here in 1997 
from his hometown of Winner, SD. He and his wife, Megan, 
have two children.

2012 ALUMNUS OF THE YEAR
JUSTIN MEYER

Alumni Profile
Cindy Zortman, Division Chair - Business
Michael Rohlena, Division Chair - Fine Arts 
Darin Moeller, Division Chair - 
Arts & Sciences
Rick Moon, Interim Division Chair - 
Career & Technical Education 
Peter Albright, Computer Network 
Administration and Security Instructor
Lily Bonilla, Director of Student Support 
Services and Student Success Center
Dirk Bak, Motorcycle & Powersports Instructor

NEW POSITIONS WESTERN IOWA TECH 
ALUMNUS OPENS A DESIGN 
STUDIO IN SIOUX CITY
If you put together a Western Iowa Tech Graphic Design Degree along 
with 20 years of design experience, you get a very talented individual 
in the Siouxland design community: Jeff Gordon, owner of JD Gordon 
Creative Labs, located at 312 Court Street in downtown Sioux City. After 
growing up in Leeds and graduating from North High, Gordon earned 
an Associate’s Degree in graphic design from WITCC. Gordon worked 
as a Graphic Designer/Art Director for William Bass Advertising and 
also in Omaha as a Senior Art Director for Redstone Communications. 
It was in Omaha that Gordon founded JD Gordon Advertising in 2002 
and then decided to move the agency to Sioux City in 2003.
In 2005, Gordon 
moved the JD 
Gordon offices to 
the historic Rose Hill 
district in Sioux City 
with his wife, Kim, 
co-owner of the 
business and also 
a WITCC graduate. 
This last year, they 
moved their offices 
downtown, changing 
the name slightly to 
JD Gordon Creative 
Labs. Jeff explains, 
“While JD Gordon Creative Labs will continue its commitment to 
traditional advertising, the agency’s new name and location highlight 
JD Gordon’s focus on both digital and traditional design.”
JD Gordon Creative Labs partners with many nationally known 
agencies on various projects, as well as working with local in-house 
marketing teams, including Wells Blue Bunny, Jolly Time Pop Corn, 
ConAgra, Cricket Wireless, Jump Mobile, Qwest and Wilson Trailer. 
Additionally, Jeff says the agency prides itself on giving back to the 
community, “We take time to give back by helping many local non-profit 
organizations. We have a hard time saying ‘no’ to a worthy cause.”
As a successful alumnus of WITCC, Gordon sees the institutions’s 
role as very significant in the community, “Western Iowa Tech offered 
me the chance to stay in my community, attain a great education, build 
an award-winning portfolio, and open my own design business. I think 
WITCC offers people in our community the opportunity to build a bright 
future and reach their goals.”

Justin Meyer

Tom Rozmiarek, Welding Instructor
RETIREMENTS

Walter Bartel, Parks and Golf Course 
Management, passed away 10-21-12
Linda Clausen, Program Coordinator for 
Promise Jobs, passed away 8-26-12

IN MEMORY

Your planned gift 
to the WITCC 
Foundation will 
benefit students in the 
years to come. You 
can make a planned 
gift in a variety of 

ways including a bequest in your will, a gift of 
life insurance, or a portion of your retirement 
funds. Please contact Carolyn Ellwanger at 
712-274-8733, ext. 1330 for more information.

SUPPORTING 
STUDENTS
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UPDATE YOUR EMAIL 
AND ADDRESS
We want to keep in touch with you! 
Send your most recent email, address, and 
contact information to alumni@witcc.edu or 
call 712-274-8733, x1828 or 800-352-4649.

Complete the “Where Are You Now?” info on our 
website:  www.witcc.edu/alumni.  

WANT TO BE IN 
THIS NEWSLETTER?

Kathy Downey, 
wife of Raleigh 
Downey, auto 
collision repair 
instructor from 
1 9 7 2 – 2 0 1 1 , 
wanted to honor her 
husband, who passed away 
in June 2011.  WITCC and its 
students were a big part of 
Raleigh’s life, and we thank 
Kathy for donating a planter 
and bench in his memory. 

MEMORIAL DONATION


