
In an effort to expand communication amongst alumni, the Alumni 
Association has created Facebook, Twitter and LinkedIn communities. 
Look for the “WITCCalumni” account. As a fellow alumnus, these sites 
can help you connect to lost classmates, meet other professionals in your 
area, or simply keep current on WITCC happenings. Log on today, we look 
forward to having you as our “friend”.
To update your alumni profile, including information such as: current 
employer, permanent address, professional development work or 
educational attainment, please contact us by email at alumni@witcc.edu 
or visit our website: www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends  and click on “Alumni 
Questionnaire”.

Stay Connected / Keep in Touch

facebook.com/witccalumni @witccalumni

linkedin.com/in/witccalumni

Dear Friends & Alumni,

I am honored to have been selected to serve as the third 
President of Western Iowa Tech Community College. I have 
had an opportunity to meet with many of you at the alumni 
events in Cherokee and Denison and look forward to more 
opportunities to connect in the near future. 

I have been at the College since 2007 and continue to be 
impressed with our community support, staff dedication, 
friendliness and strong programs and services. While at the 
College, I have served as Vice President of Instruction and 
Student Services and Executive Vice President.  Prior to my 
time at Western Iowa Tech, I was Vice President of Student 
Services at Metropolitan Community College in Omaha.

There have been some big changes at WITCC over the 
last few years. We have many new student clubs and groups with more activities for 
our students; we offer new services to our students and communicate with them through 
social media; we have created many new programs like wind energy technology, video 
game design, photography, and audio engineering; and we have opened the Dr. Robert 
E. Dunker Student Center. 

I know Western Iowa Tech Community College has special meaning to you. I hope you 
feel attending Western Iowa Tech was one of the best investments you have made and 
that your time at the College has enriched your life and opened many doors for you.  Now 
that you have graduated, it is my hope you continue your relationship with the College.  
Many of you serve on our Advisory Boards, give to our Foundation, volunteer your time, 
and keep in touch with faculty and staff at the College. I hope you are able to come and 
visit the College to see our new additions to campus and renew your relationships.

Sincerely,

Terry A. Murrell, Ph.D.

Planned Gifts
Your planned gift to the WITCC Foundation 
will benefit students in the years to come. You 
can make a planned gift in a variety of ways, 
including a bequest in your will; a gift of life 
insurance; a portion of your retirement funds; 
or through deferred gifts, such as a qualified 
trust. Selecting a charitable gift plan which will 
work best for you will depend on your individual 
situation. You can work with your professional 
advisor to develop the plan which will best suit 
you.
For further information, or to discuss planned 
giving with the WITCC Foundation, please 
contact Carolyn Ellwanger, Exec. Director of 
College Development, at (712) 274-8733 ext. 
1330 or Carolyn.Ellwanger@witcc.edu .

Ways to Give

Letter From The President



The recipient is chosen based on the following criteria:
 •  Service, commitment and/or support to Western Iowa 

Tech Community College and its students
 •  Outstanding personal and/or professional achievement
 •  Service to community
The Western Iowa Tech Community College (WITCC) Alumni 
Association is proud to announce this year’s Alumnus of the 
Year recipient, Jeff Harstad. Jeff is a 2008 graduate of WITCC, 
having earned his degree in Technical Studies with an emphasis 
in law enforcement, and is currently employed by the Sioux City 
Police Department in the Alcohol Safety Action Program. While 
at Western Iowa Tech, Jeff maintained a 4.0 GPA and was 
admitted into the Phi Theta Kappa International Honors Society. 
He volunteers much of his free time with the Community Team 
Policing projects, and as a mentor with the Woodbury County 
Drug Court Program. Since his graduation, Jeff has assisted 
in locating potential scholarships for WITCC students, and has 
encouraged academic and career advancement opportunities 
for participants of the drug court program.
Harstad’s commitment to service extends past his professional 
and volunteer work in the community.  From 2002 to 2006, Jeff 
served in the U.S. Army and completed two tours of combat 

in Iraq. He served as an 
Infantryman in the 3rd Infantry 
Division, achieving the rank of 
Sergeant, and received several 
decorations and awards. They 
include, but are not limited to 
the Combat Infantry Badge, 
Purple Heart, three Army 
Commendation Medals, the 
Army Achievement Medal, 
and the Presidential Unit 
Citation.
Jeff and his wife Jasmin 
are the proud parents of 
two daughters, Laylah and 
Alexandria. In addition to 
being a devoted husband 
and father, Jeff enjoys reading 
and astronomy, and is in the process of pursuing a master’s 
degree. He is a member of the Sioux City Police Officers 
Association, Iowa Peace Officers Association, Iowa State 
Police Association, and the American Legion. Please join us in 
congratulating Jeff Harstad as the WITCC Alumnus of the Year. 

A reunion for alumni of the auto collision repair program was held September 21, 2011 at 
the Sioux City campus.  In part, the event also served as an occasion to recognize Steve 
Bell for his 26 years of service to the College, and to remember Raleigh Downey, who 
worked for nearly 40 years at WITCC and was recognized as the ATEA (American Technical 
Education Association) National Outstanding Technical Teacher of 2003. Alumni from each 
decade of the program were present, which made for an excellent and well-attended event. 
Individuals were also encouraged to bring their vehicles to show as part of the event.

A reunion for our Dental Assisting program was held on November 18 at Buffalo Alice in 
downtown Sioux City. The WITCC Alumni Association was pleased to hold the reunion 
in conjunction with the 2011 
Iowa Mission of Mercy (IMOM) 
event being held nearby at 
the Tyson Events Center. 
The Iowa Dental Association 
organizes IMOM annually in 
different Iowa cities, with the 
goal of providing oral health 
care at no cost to individuals in 

need. Several alumni, current students, and members of the WITCC 
faculty volunteered their time to help others at the event. 

Throughout the evening, reunion attendees enjoyed looking through 
scrapbooks and textbooks from years past, as well as a photo 
collection starting with the class of 1967. In attendance, in 
addition to alumni and current students, were college faculty 
and staff members Jackie Krueger, Joni Miller, Kathy Pierce, 
Dr. Gloria Stewart and Dawnyel Kleinschmitt.

If you would be interested a reunion for your program, 
please contact the Alumni Association at alumni@witcc.edu 
or by calling (712) 274-8733 ext. 1828.

Alumnus of the Year, Jeff Harstad Fall Alumni Reunions

We are pleased to announce that Brandy TenHulzen and Chris Hall have been hired to 
enhance our alumni and volunteer efforts at Western Iowa Tech Community College. Their 
roles complement one another, and will augment our outreach programs and efforts to 
engage alumni of the College.
Brandy TenHulzen will be serving as the Volunteer / Alumni Coordinator.  She is a graduate 
of the University of South Dakota in Vermillion, having earned a Bachelor of Science degree 
in business administration with an emphasis in marketing.  Her undergraduate education led 
her to work with the Trade Show department at Gateway until 1995, when she opted to stay 
at home with her children. Throughout the past several years, Brandy has actively served 
with volunteer organizations such as the Junior League of Sioux City. She is also a founding 
and current board member of the Children’s Museum of Siouxland.  Brandy, her husband, 
and two daughters reside in Sergeant Bluff.
Chris will serve as the Alumni / Volunteer Coordinator. A Sioux City native, Chris graduated 
from North High School and earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in political science at Grinnell 
College in Grinnell, Iowa. In recent years, he has worked in government, and in various 
capacities for fundraising and public affairs campaigns. Chris is an avid cyclist, as well 
as a member of the Rotary Club, the Sioux City Growth Organization, and several area 
conservation and trails groups.  In addition to his work at Western Iowa Tech, he also serves 
as an elected State Representative for the Sioux City area. 

New Additions to WITCC Alumni Staff

Brandy TenHulzen and Chris Hall 

Steve Bell and Kathy Downey

Car show at the Auto Collision Repair Reunion

Dental Assistant Reunion at Buffalo Alice



The Western Iowa Tech 
Community College (WITCC) 
Alumni Association is pleased 
to announce Katlyn Tranmer as 
the recipient of the 2011 Alumni 
Association Scholarship. 
Katlyn was chosen to receive 
the scholarship because of 
her activism in the community 
and long-term aspirations.
A native of Mondamin, Iowa, 
Katlyn is currently pursuing 
a degree in Business 
Administration at WITCC 
with additional plans to 
obtain her nursing degree. 

When asked why she chose to attend WITCC, Katlyn 
responded there were two primary reasons. First, it was close to 
home; but equally important, it served as an affordable means 
to continuing her education. As the first generation of her family 
to attend college, financial considerations have factored into 
her college experience. She works part-time both on and off 
campus, and the scholarship is important as it helps defer the 
need for additional loans. 
In recent years, Katlyn has supported a number of causes 
and volunteer organizations in the area. Throughout high 

school she was a member of Family, Career and Community 
Leaders of America. This organization contributes at the local 
level by organizing canned food drives, picking up litter, and 
raising funds for charity. Katlyn also participates in Habitat for 
Humanity projects, as well as annual support drives for the 
Children’s Miracle Network, Children’s Hospital and Medical 
Center in Omaha, Nebraska, and the March of Dimes. Her 
participation in these events underscores one of her greatest 
long-term goals - Katlyn hopes to obtain a graduate degree 
in the study of neonatology. Neonatology is a specialty within 
pediatric medicine that focuses on the development and health 
of newborn children. Possessing a self-described “passion for 
working with children,” Katlyn adds, “I decided this was a good 
way to not only work with children, but also a way for me to give 
back.”
It seems that helping others is a consistent feature of Katlyn’s 
personality. At work, her supervisor Mara Dekat said, “I 
remember the day I met Kat. It was before she was hired as a 
Resident Assistant. She helped me set up and organize chairs 
for an event simply because she loves to help.  That is what 
makes her stand out most to me.  She is always willing to lend 
a hand or step up to a challenge.”
If you would like to contribute to the alumni scholarship fund 
and help other students like Katlyn, please visit 
www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/donation for online giving or 
email alumni@witcc.edu.

Graduates Working 
Locally at Crittenton Center

A common calling amongst WITCC alumni is a wish to serve 
others. So when one of our graduates contacted the alumni 
office, we were not surprised to find that a total of eight WITCC 
alumni and three current students are seeking to fulfill that 
mission though their work at the Crittenton Center. Since its 
inception, the Crittenton Center has evolved to meet the needs 
of children and families in Siouxland. Today, its mission is to 
provide “services and life skills to all children, young adults and 
families empowering them to lead quality and self-sufficient 
lives.” 

What may be most impressive is the variety of professional 
capacities in which our alumni serve at the Crittenton Center. 
Those we spoke with work in information technologies, billing, 
human resources, maintenance, administrative support, 
education, nursing, and office management. In many ways, 
this broad variety reflects the diversity of courses offered 
at WITCC, as well as the impact of the College in the local 
community. 

We spoke with the group about their experiences at WIT and in the professional 
world, and how the two experiences were connected. Some indicated the 
importance of being able to pursue their education while working full-time, while 
others mentioned the great value of being close to family. In the case of Katie 
Richards, her nursing internship at the Crittenton Center provided a direct link 
to an employer after graduation. Several indicated that their children had taken 
courses or were planning to do so. Still others mentioned the credibility of a 
WITCC degree within their profession, as well as the foundation a WITCC degree 
provided for further education. 

WITCC is proud of our alumni and the employers that hire them, and we 
commend the Crittenton Center and our alumni for their work supporting children 
and families throughout Siouxland.

If you would like to feature your employer or employees in our newsletter, please 
contact the Alumni Office at alumni@witcc.edu.

Back row (Left to Right): Kellie Conway, Katie Richards, and Barb 
Work. Front row (Left to Rright): Veranna Huscher, Michael Kollbaum, 
Holly Rasmussen, and Gregg Bosse. Not pictured: WITCC alumus 
Mary Loftus, and current WITCC students Ricardo Osario, Jill Best, 
and Stacia Grant. All are employees of the Crittenton Center.

2011 Alumni Association 
Scholarship Recipient 

Western Iowa Tech Community College is developing 
numerous opportunities to volunteer on campus. We are 
excited to see more and more students walking through the 
door every day. As we all attempt to do more with less, we 
could use the help of individuals who are interested in giving 
some of their time to help support our efforts. Volunteers 
can help in a variety of ways such as giving campus tours, 
tutoring, assisting with events, helping students during their 
first week, etc.

In addition to the pride and satisfaction from helping 
others, you can earn rewards based on hours volunteered 
at Western Iowa Tech Community College. These include 
discounts at the bookstore and cafeteria, membership with 
Life Long Learning and our Coffee Club. If you are interested 
in volunteering at WITCC, please visit our volunteer website 
at:  www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/volunteer.cfm

Volunteer Opportunities



Alumni Updates
Jon Ruehle
Year Complete: 1980
Program/Major: Auto Mechanics
Current Employer: Wheelchair Dynamics, Inc.
Current Position: Owner

Robin (Foulk) Sedlacek
Year Complete: 1983
Program/Major: Accounting
Current Employer: Accenture
Current Position: Manager, Finance

Steve Sedlacek
Year Complete: 1983
Program/Major: Mechanical 
 Engineering Technology
Current Employer: HDR Architecture Inc.
Current Position: Mgr. / Vice-President of Mechanical, 
 Electrical, & Plumbing

Greg Bosse
Year Complete: 1985
Program: Auto Mechanics
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Head of Maintenance

Mina Brandt
Year Complete: 1986
Program/Major: Piano Tuning & Repair
Current Employer: Self
Current Position: Owner / Manager of 
 Piano Tuning and Repair business

Jamie Lasher
Year Complete: 1992
Program: Auto Collision Repair
Current Employer: Minor Wreck Express
Current Position: Owner

Veranna Huscher
Year Complete:  2001 / 2007
Program: General Studies / Medical 
 Secretary & Transcriptionist
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Billing Specialist

Mary Loftus
Year Complete: 2003
Program: Child Care
Current Employer: Stella Sanford Preschool
Current Position: Staff 
 
John Kaskie
Year Complete: 2004
Program/Major: Police Science Technology
Current Employer: Le Mars Police Department
Current Position: Police Officer

Chad Millikan
Year Complete: 2004
Program/Major: Nursing
Current Employer: Mercy Medical Center
Current Position: Manager of Clinical Services

Steven Church
Year Complete: 2005
Program/Major: Surgical Technology and Nursing
Current Employer: St. Luke’s Regional Medical Center
Current Position: Director of Surgery and Cardiology Services

Frank Marnell
Year Complete: 2005
Program/Major: Business Administration
Current Employer: South Dakota Division of Insurance
Current Position: Special Assistant Attorney General

Kellie Conway
Year Complete: 2007
Program: Medical Transcriptionist
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Front Office Coordinator

Stacy (Prescott) Henrichsen 
Year Complete: 2007
Program/Major: Medical Administrative Assistant
Current Employer: Stoney Creek Inn 
 Hotel & Conference Center
Current Position: Director of Sales

Consuelo Lindsey
Year Complete: 2008
Program/Major: Arts and Sciences
Current Employer: Jobs for America’s Graduates
Current Position: iJAG Specialist, North High School

John Lounsbury
Year Complete: 2009
Program/Major: Air Conditioning, Heating & Refrigeration
Current Employer: CW Suter
Current Position: Residential Service Technician

Katie Richards
Year Complete: 2009
Program: Nursing
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Registered Nurse

Laura Stokes
Year Complete: 2010
Program/Major: Associate of Arts in Education
Current Employer: Morningside College
Current Position: Student, BA in Education

Matt Everett
Year Complete: 2011
Program/Major: Associate of Science
Current Employer: Washington 
 University, St. Louis
Current Position: Student

Tony Courey
Program/Major: Air Conditioning, Heating & Refrigeration
Current Employer: Quality Appliance
Current Position: Owner

Jenn Engle
Program/Major: Business Administration
Current Employer: 1st Restoration / 
 Sioux City Convention Center
Current Position: Managing Partner and Owner / Convention 
 Sales Manager

Michael Kollbaum
Program: Continuing Education
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Information Technology

Jennifer McCoy
Program/Major: Administrative Office Management
Current Employer: Massage and Body
Current Position: Massage Therapist 

Barb Work
Program: General Studies
Current Employer: Crittenton Center
Current Position: Human Resources Manager

Alumni Updates


