
Western Iowa Tech Community College Receives 
$800,000 Kresge Foundation Challenge Grant 
What is Kresge? 

The Kresge Foundation is a $2.8 billion private, national 
foundation that seeks to influence the quality of life for future 
generations through its support of nonprofit organizations in 
six fields of interest: health, the environment, community 
development, arts and culture, education and human services. 
They are headquartered in metropolitan Detroit, in the suburban 
community of Troy, Michigan. In 2008, 342 grants were 
awarded totaling $181 million. 

What does this mean for WITCC? 

The proposal submitted to the Kresge Foundation requested 
funds needed to support a new Campus Life and Wellness Center 
through the "Advancing Knowledge–Transforming Lives" 
campaign. This center will greatly benefit students and give 
life to student activities on campus. Because this is a challenge 
grant, WITCC must raise $1.5 million by March 2011 in order 
to receive $800,000 from the Kresge Foundation! The proposed 
floor plan can be viewed online at www.witcc.edu/ 
alumni_friends/newsletter. 

How can you help? 

WITCC cannot raise $1.5 million without you! Community 
support in any amount is appreciated. Below are two areas where 
you might consider designating your gift: 

Student Scholarships – Students continue to need our help 
through funding scholarships. Scholarships have helped many 
students come to WITCC who, without financial support, may 
not have been able to attend. 

Alumni – The Alumni Association is working towards raising 
$10,000 for the naming rights to a student area in the new 
Campus Life and Wellness Center. It would be great to see 
alumni pull together and show their support for a student area 
in the new facility. 

Thank you for supporting WITCC students! 

***You can now give securely online at www.witcc.edu/ 
alumni_friends or please use the enclosed envelope. 

”Hopefully I spend for-
ever with the client. We 
want to make it long 
term” were the words 
of Dan Wubbena, Di-
rector, Western Iowa 
Tech Small Business 
Development Center 
(SBDC) in Sioux City. 
If someone has an idea 

for a new business, usually the first person 
called is the banker; however, calling 
Wubbena at SBDC will be the safer bet. 

One of the best parts about the SBDC is 
that “it’s free!” There are no out of pocket 
costs for the client. SBDC is funded by the 

The Small Business Development Center Can Help 
Small Business Association; Iowa has 15 
SBDC centers. 

People may have ideas of a new business, 
but don’t know where to start. “I hold 
people’s hands,” Wubbena says. When a 
person comes to SBDC, Wubbena helps 
him or her write the business plan, put 
together the cash flow for three years, 
design a profit and loss statement, and make 
a balance sheet. 

SBDC also helps with all the research that 
needs to be done in order to get the business 
up and running. Through SBDC, innovators 
can find out about all the Small Business 
Association loans and private loan 
programs. In the last year, the WIT SBDC 

counseled 148 unique clients totaling over 
800 hours of counseling services. Ten new 
business starts came from this counseling 
creating 69 new jobs and retaining an 
additional 32 jobs. The office was 
successful in assisting to secure over $4.7 
million in commercial and SBA loans, and 
offered 19 training sessions serving 372 
attendees. 

The WITCC Small Business Development 
Center is located on the Sioux City campus 
in room A233. For more information 
contact Dan Wubbena, SBDC Director at 
712-274-6454 or 800-352-4649, or 
wubbend@witcc.edu. 

Wanda Hamblen (‘04) 
alumni association board member 

Wubbena 
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Tri-State Nursing has been working with WITCC graduates for more than 16 years. In 1993 
Bridget Hoefling, a 1994 associate of nursing graduate, purchased the business from Norrell. 
Since that time she has helped hundreds of WITCC nursing students and graduates with their 
careers. Tri-State Nursing is able to help students earn an income while attending school and 
advance in their careers after graduation. For most students, it is a necessity that they work 
while getting an education. This company provides a solution and a service to businesses that 
makes a great fit. Students and/or graduates are asked when they can work, and Tri-State 
Nursing works with companies to fill in the gaps in staffing. It is a win-win situation. In order 
to provide this service, Tri-State Nursing qualifies and screens each professional. 

In addition to temporary medical staffing, Tri-State Nursing also provides a learning center, 
home care and occupational health services. Their learning center provides monthly classes in 
refresher courses, CPR and First Aid from the American Heart Association and the National 
Safety Council, blood-borne pathogen classes and certified nurse aid classes.  All these classes, 
as well as others, can be tailored to any company at their location, or be provided at the Tri- 
State Nursing facility.  Daycare providers, nursing homes, churches and many other facilities 
frequently take advantage of these classes and services. The home care and occupational health 
services really take a look at each patient’s and/or businesses’ individualized needs to assist where they can. 

Janelle Townsend is the operations manager and has been with Tri-State Nursing for the last 
11 years. During her time with the company, she has helped and hired a number of WITCC 
students and graduates. Janelle started classes at WITCC herself in 1998 and has completed 
over 29 credits in the nursing field. While she was working toward a degree in nursing, Janelle 
struggled with raising three children, going to school and working to support her family. Tri- 
State Nursing provided her with the flexibility she needed. She enjoys getting to see so many 
nursing professionals come through their doors ready to use their skills and talents to help the 
community. Bridgette’s and Janelle’s desire to help people shows. When asked what makes 
them succeed in this business, Janelle quotes Bridgette’s mantra with a smile, “We can do it.” 

HIGHLIGHT ON ALUMNI 

Social Networking Opportunity! 
In an effort to expand communication among alumni, the alumni association is planning to create 
Facebook, Myspace and other social networking site pages. Graduates have been searching for lost 
classmates over the years and this would provide a simple means of reaching out to those individuals 
and help keep alumni connected. It will also be a great way to meet other professionals in your area 
with a WITCC connection. Watch for these pages to be making an appearance in the near future. We 
look forward to having you as our "friend"! 

www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/newsletter 
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Hoefling 

Townsend 

Make sure to register your email address 
for future updates!  alumni@witcc.edu 
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WITCC ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD 

Looking to be more involved 
with the Alumni Association? 

You do not have to be a board member to assist in the 
board’s vision to cultivate relationships between alumni, 
students, faculty, staff and other interested friends of 
Western Iowa Tech Community College. There are 
positions available on the following committees: 

• Communications • Programs • Fund Development 

Please contact Ragen if you have any questions 
at (800) 352-4649, ext.1207 or alumni@witcc.edu. 

WELCOMES NEW MEMBER 
This August a new member was added to the WITCC Alumni 
Association board of directors.  Traci Trampe (architectural 
construction engineering technology, 1989) is the senior CAD 
technician for FEH Associates, Inc in Sioux City, Iowa. She 
was hired by FEH Associates while still attending her final 
classes at Western Iowa Tech Community College. They have 
continued to support Traci’s training and she has been with 
them ever since, working her way up to the position she 
currently holds. 

Her community involvement has included volunteering 
with Girl Scouts and she has been a speaker for the WINGS 
program for over 14 years. The WINGS (Young Women 
Investigating Science and Mathematics) program invites 
eighth grade girls from public and parochial schools within a 
30-mile radius of Sioux City to participate in an annual one- 
day conference. The conference focuses on non-traditional 
careers in mathematics, sciences and technology. Each year 
it brings in professional women with backgrounds in 
mathematics or science to discuss career information, 
including job responsibilities and education requirements. The 
event is sponsored by Briar Cliff University, Morningside 
College and Western Iowa Tech Community College. Traci 
has worked on many projects in Sioux City and surrounding 
communities including Leeds Elementary School, South 
Sioux City Community Schools, Stark Student Center at Briar 
Cliff University and will be working on the new Eastside 
Elementary School in Morningside. Traci and her husband 
Dale live in Sioux City and have two daughters. 

ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS 
Board members, with their WITCC degrees, diplomas or 

certificates in parentheses, are: Joaquin Alvarez, technical 
support, TRIO student support services, Iowa State University 
(Web design 2003, Web programmer and Webmaster, 2004); 
Gene R. Boykin, Jr., Community Based Counselor, 
Sequelcare of Iowa (arts and sciences, 2008); Paul Bergmann, 
chief executive officer, Long Lines, Inc. (agribusiness 
technology, 1983); Raleigh Downey, instructor of auto 
collision repair technology, WITCC (auto body repair, 1972); 
Carolyn Ellwanger, executive director of the Foundation, 
WITCC (legal secretary/arts and sciences, 1976/1994); Lisa 
M. Farmer (arts and sciences, 2003); Myrah Favors, agency 
field consultant, State Farm  (arts and sciences, 2000); Wanda 
Hamblen, library technician, WITCC (arts and sciences, 
2004); Ann Jenkins, instructional designer, WITCC (computer 
programming, 2003); Shannon Jorstad, personal banker, Great 
Southern Bank (software support specialist, 1993, computer 
programming, 1994); Jackie Krueger, dental assisting 
instructor, WITCC (dental assisting, 1975); Sarah Landis (arts 
and sciences, 2003); Margo Chenoweth Lemke, registered 

nurse, Mercy Medical Center (licensed practical nursing 1996, 
associate degree nursing, 1997); Justin Meyer, LEED/FEH 
Associates, Inc. (arts and sciences, 2003); Larry Obermeyer, 
resource development coordinator, WITCC (retail marketing 
and marketing management, 2002); Keith A. Obermiller, 
director of international sales, American Foods Group (retail 
meat cutting, 1984); Mindy Rogers (student representative); 
Douglas Rose, project manager, Bacon Creek Construction 
and Design (architectural drafting, 2002); Tanya G. 
Schlemmer, Presbyterian Home Health; Physicians Network 
at Home (licensed practical nursing, 1984, associate degree 
nursing,1985); Michelle Wallace, registration clerk, WITCC 
(retail marketing and marketing management, 2002, payroll 
clerk, entrepreneurship, 2003). 

Farmer and Landis are residents of Le Mars, Iowa; 
Bergmann is a resident of Dakota Dunes, S.D.; Schlemmer is 
a resident of Flower Mound, Texas; and Obermiller is a 
resident of Green Bay, Wis. 

MISSION 
The mission of the Western Iowa Tech Alumni Association 

board is to actively enhance the efforts of the Western Iowa 
Tech Community College Alumni Association’s initiatives. 
They will provide counsel for activities and events that focus 
on building connections and encourage alumni involvement. 
The board will participate in the development and 
implementation of short and long-term goals for the 
association and will preserve a positive image of the College 
and the Alumni Association. 

For more information concerning the Association or if you 
are a graduate of WITCC and interested in joining the board, 
please contact the alumni office at alumni@witcc.edu or call 
Ragen at 712-274-6400 ext.1207. 

MEETINGS 
Your Alumni Association board of directors will be meeting 

in 2010 on the following Tuesdays: February 16th; May 
18th; August 17th; November 16th. 
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Homecoming 2009! 
The third annual WITCC homecoming was held Friday, September 25 on campus. 
As part of the festivities, tours were offered for interested alumni in the afternoon. 
At 5 p.m. students and alumni gathered in Comet Valley for a game of flag football 
between our WITCC Comets and Northwest Iowa Community College.  Halftime 
entertainment was provided by Ballet Folklorico Citlali from Universidad Autonomous de Guerrero in Mexico 

in the form of traditional dance.  Unfortunately the game did not end 
in our favor, but a good time was had by all.  Several games and 
activities were available in the children's area for those with small 
children.  Live music was provided into the evening by the 2009 
WITSTOCK winner, “The 11th” (formerly known as “Trickstart”), and 
2008 WITSTOCK winner, “Going Nowhere.” 

Throughout the evening a free meal of hamburgers, hot dogs, chips 
and pop was provided by the WITCC student senate for all in 
attendance.  Fourteen alumni were able to attend dinner  and stopped 
by the alumni table during the game to pick up some alumni gifts, 
update their email information to receive monthly news items, and 
register their names in a drawing for one of two WITCC sweatshirts. 

Winners of the sweatshirts were Jim Frost (1971 Computer Programmer) and Gary Wabashaw (2005 GED, 
2007 Electronic Engineering Technology). 

WITCC and its alumni look forward to successful homecoming celebrations in the future.  Watch your mailbox 
next fall for an invitation to Homecoming 2010 on Friday, September 24 and come be a part of the fun! 

TTTTTraci Traci Traci Traci Trampe ('89)rampe ('89)rampe ('89)rampe ('89)
alumni association board memberalumni association board memberalumni association board memberalumni association board member

raci Trampe ('89) 
alumni association board member 

HELP SUPPORT 
STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS 

Remember how it felt when others provided assistance to 
ensure that you, or someone you knew, received an education 
at Western Iowa Tech Community College? Create that same 
effect for students now by contributing to the WITCC Alumni 
Fund. 

Your contribution is valued in any amount to help create a 
base of funding to support student scholarships for deserving 
students, giving them the opportunity to pursue their dreams 
and goals. Just fill out the envelope enclosed to show your 
support today. Thank you! 

www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/newsletter 

WITSTOCK 2009 
Battle of the Bands 
Western Iowa Tech Community College held the third annual 
WITSTOCK Battle of the Bands on Wednesday, April 29.  The 
festival was free to the public and was held on the WITCC campus 
in the “Comet Crater”. This year’s event brought over 250 people 
to campus! 

Congratulations to our winners: 
1st place ($1000) – Trickstart 
2nd place ($750) – Quartus 
3rd place ($500) – The Outlet 

In addition, the award for the most fans went to Trickstart with a 
prize of $250! 

Judges for WITSTOCK 2009: Aimee Milton, Andrea Albrecht, 
Rose Morrison, Mike LaCroix, Kassandra Gugat, Tim Barrett and 
Scott Griffith. 

Details on WITSTOCK 2010 will be coming this spring! This event 
is a blast. Come join us! 

For more information, contact the alumni office or Mike Brown, 
student activities director at 712-274-8733 ext.1201. 

Want to know what’s upwhat’s upwhat’s upwhat’s up

WIT’s UPWIT’s UPWIT’s UP
what’s up at WITCC? 

Visit WIT’s UPWIT’s UP for the latest college 

happenings!  wwwwwwwwwwwwwww.witcc.edu/news.witcc.edu/news.witcc.edu/news.witcc.edu/news.witcc.edu/news 



1970s 
Michael Monroe ('71 Electronics) is 
currently a technician at Spencer Municipal 
Utilities. He spent 30 years in electronics 
repair after graduation. Thank you WITCC! 

Debbie (Kroeger) Ralls ('71 Secretary) 
lives in Oklahoma City, Okla. and is now 
retired. 

Leon Reineke ('71 Band Instrument 
Repair) is currently employed at the Hair 
House Salon/Hair Tech School of 
Cosmetologists. His wife passed away in 
1997 and his daughter lives in Red Oak, 
Iowa with her husband and son. His other 
daughter lives in Des Moines, Iowa. 
Susan Lyteen ('74 Associate Degree 
Nursing) lives in North Sioux City, S.D. 

Roger G. Olson ('74 Air Conditioning, 
Heating and Refrigeration) is currently 
employed by the State of South Dakota. 

John M. Noteboom ('75 Mechanical 
Engineering Technology) lives in Anaheim, 
Calif. and is currently employed by The 
Boeing Company. 
Richard Olson ('77 Electronic 
Communications) lives in Minneapolis, 
Minn. 
Craig E. Voorde ('78 Auto Body Repair) is 
currently employed by Champion Chrysler 
in Rockwell City, Iowa. 
Jon Abbot ('79 Farm Mechanics) lives in 
Spencer, Iowa and is employed at Spencer 
Diesel Injection, Inc. 
Audrey D. Gustafson ('79 Secretary) is 
living in Aurelia, Iowa. 

Lou Ann Hass ('79 Secretary) has been 
working for United Way of Siouxland for five 
years. She just started volunteering for the 
Every Classroom Counts program through 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Siouxland and 
she volunteers at the Humane Society 
regularly. Her son is now attending WITCC. 
Geri Johnson ('79 Office Assistant) lives 
in Onawa, Iowa and is employed by Farm 
Bureau Financial Services. She has been 
working there for 30 years. She wanted to 
state that she is forever grateful to WITCC. 

Gary D. Ramert ('79 Accounting Specialist) 
has worked in the accounting department 
for The Boeing Company in California for 
the last 24 years. He was transferred to 
the Denver, Colo. area to implement a 
labor/payroll system for the new United 
Launch Alliance, a joint venture between 
The Boeing Company and Lockheed 
Martin Corporation. 

1980s 
David Bloemker ('80 Electronic 
Engineering Technology) graduated from 
the Auto Body Repair program in 1977. He 
has been employed by the same company 
since graduating from EET class in 1980. 
The company was named Fisher Controls, 
located in Marshalltown, Iowa and owned 
by Monsanto. It was bought by Emerson 
Electric in 1992. David was transferred to 
Austin, Texas in 1992 to work for another 
division of the company–Emerson Process 
Management. 

Colleen Richters ( '80 Computer 
Programming) is currently employed by the 
University of Wisconsin - Stout and lives in 
Waddell, Ariz. 
Dennis Schiefen ( '80 Electronic 
Engineering Technology) calls Peoria, Ariz. 
home and works for Palo Verde Nuclear 
Generating Station. 
Duston Whiting ('80 Police Science 
Technology) is living in White Mountain 
Lake, Ariz. 
Leo Delperdang ( '81 Electronic 
Communications) lives in Wichita, Kan. 
Jill L. Johnson ('81 Office Assistant) lives 
in Ricketts, Iowa and is currently employed 
at Wal-Mart. 
Richard Kutsch ('81 Piano Tuning and 
Repair) is living in Dubuque, Iowa. 

Bob Jones ('82 Band Instrument Repair) 
lives in Columbus, Neb. and is self 
employed at The Horn Shop. 

Alan Petersen ('82 Solar Technology) 
earned his bachelor of arts degree in 1993, 
and his masters degree in public policy in 
2002 from the University of Northern Iowa. 
In 2003 he was named a Presidential 
Management Fellow. Alan is currently 
working for the Department of Defense. 
Kevin Zierath ( '82 Electronic 
Communications) is currently employed by 
Verizon in Plano, Texas. 
Gary Halbur ('83 Heating Plumbing and 
Sheet Metal) lives in Omaha, Neb. and is 
employed by Wells Fargo. 
Dawn G. (Thevenot) Hansen ( '84 
Accounting) is employed as an accountant 
with Missouri Western State University 
(MWSU) and lives in St. Joseph, Mo. She 
belongs to the MWSU Ambassadors 
supporting non-traditional students, MWSU 
Staff Senate, and was a recipient of the 
2007 Outstanding Employee Staff Award. 
Dawn is also a current member of PEO 
Chapter FP. 

Scott Heronimus ( '84 Computer 
Programming) graduated in August 2008 
from the University of Maryland with a 
bachelor of science degree in computer 
studies. Scott is currently living in Austin, 
Texas and is employed with NEON 
Enterprise Software, Inc. 
Scott Nevala ('84 Air Conditioning, Heating 
and Refrigeration) is currently employed by 
ACE Hardware in Oscoda, Mich. doing 
outside sales for the commercial and 
industrial department. 
Randall Lilly ('85 Computer Programmer) 
is living in Sioux City, Iowa. 

Ray J. Schuttpelz ( '86 Clerical 
Bookkeeping/'87 Business Computer 
Operator/'87 General Studies) was in the 
accounting field for 10 years.  Ray has been 
taking some WITCC online classes to try 
and get back into the field. He is currently 
employed by Pech Optical. 
John Burbach ('87 Police Science 
Technology) is living in Moville, Iowa. 

Doug Venenga ( '87 Electronic 
Communications) is living in Oconomowoc, 
Wisc. 

Steve Houtkooper  ( '89 Computer 
Programming) lives in Omaha, Neb. 
Karl J. Koehler ('89 Band Instrument 
Repair) is living in Vancouver, Wash. 
Kristi (Erickson) Wilken ('89 Word 
Processing Specialist) is living in Sioux City, 
Iowa. 

1990s 
Steve Lawrence ('90 Police Science 
Technology) is currently employed by the 
Iowa State Patrol. 

Daniel L. Plueger ('90 Police Science 
Technology) is a senior patrolman with the 
Le Mars Police Department. Daniel recently 
became certif ied as a DRE (Drug 
Recognition Expert). 
Traci (Benson) Stabile ('91 Medical 
Secretary) lives in Kansas City, Mo. 
Shannon Appleby ('94 Equipment Rental 
Management) attended the Denison 
campus during 1993-1994 under the Job 
Corps program. Shannon has progressed 
greatly and has developed a career in the 
Video/Television industry making long 
format programming, TV commercials, 
training videos, etc. Most of the projects 
are now on the internet; however, there 
have been many projects on SPEED, TLC, 
MSNBC, HGTV, and many more. Shannon 
is currently the video producer for J & P 
Cycles in Anamosa, Iowa. 

ALUMNI NEWS 
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Sean Cripe ('95 Air Conditioning, Heating 
and Refrigeration) is currently employed 
with the U.S. Navy. 
Devon Riesberg ('96 Telecommunication 
Electronic Technology) is currently 
employed by Sprint Nextel in Waukee, 
Iowa. 
Jason L. Hueschen ('97 Computer 
Programming) is currently employed with 
TD Ameritrade in Omaha, Neb. 
Sheuka Simmons ('97 Practical Nursing) 
is living in Sioux Falls, S.D. 
Aaron J. Gross ('98 Associate Degree 
Nursing) is currently employed by the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minn. Aaron will be 
attending nurse anesthesia school in the 
fall of 2009. 

Sam Dwyer ('99 Telecommunication 
Electronic Technology) lives in Tucson, 
Ariz. and works for Loews Hotels. 

Mike R. Gordon ('99 Police Science 
Technology) is currently employed at 
MidAmerican Energy. 

2000s 
Lori Corbin ('01 Administrative Assistant 
Medical) and her husband purchased 
Morningside Plumbing eight years ago in 
Sioux City, Iowa. 

Brian M. Monaghan ('03 General Studies) 
lives in Papillion, Neb. and is currently 
employed by Iowa Western Community 
College. 

Lylis Van Donkelaar ('03 Licensed 
Practical Nursing) is currently a caregiver 
to her husband who had a stroke in 2003, 
just three months after graduation. She is 
currently employed at Orange City Area 
Health System. 

Joshua Blanford ('04 Air Conditioning, 
Heating and Refrigeration) is living in Sioux 
City, Iowa and currently works for Holy Spirit 
Retirement Homes. 
Anthony A. White ('04 Air Conditioning, 
Heating and Refrigeration) is currently 
employed with Siouxland Residential. 
Teri Boltz ('05 Accounting and Office 
Support) lives in Lewisville, Texas and is 
currently employed by Dr. Brent Morgan. 
Carissa Carey ('06 Police Science 
Technology–Corrections) works for the 
Family Centered Services of Alaska at the 
Residential Diagnostic Treatment Center. 
Jean Jorgensen ('06 Medical Secretary/ 
Health Office Coordinator) received a 
supervisor position at the BioLife Plasma 
Services center in Sioux City, Iowa and is 
now in training to be the center's certified 
lean instructor. 
Amanda C. Breitbarth ('07 Administrative 
Assistant Medical) is currently employed by 
Winter Feedlots and lives in Le Mars, Iowa. 
Kris M. Carr ('07 Nursing) is currently 
employed at Wel-Life at Elk Point Assisted 
Living. 
Stephanie Jennings ('07 Legal Secretary) 
is currently employed by Nelson 
Engineering Consulting. 

Linda Ross ('07 Associate Degree 
Nursing) is currently employed with Mercy 
Medical Center in the post critical care unit. 
She credits the nursing program at WITCC 
with giving her the necessary tools to excel. 
Thanks to all the great instructors! 
Ruth M. Christiansen ('08 Child Care 
Management) is currently a lead teacher 
for the Head Start program in Sioux City, 
Iowa and working towards earning her 
bachelors degree. 

Christa L. Konz ('08 Administrative Office 
Management) is currently employed at 
Pizza Hut in Remsen, Iowa. 

Greg Olerich (‘08 Graphic Design; '09 Web 
Design) just moved to Kansas City, Mo., 
and is looking for a job as a designer while 
working on his marketing management 
degree from Bellevue University. 
Camilla M. Ringler ('08 Associate Degree 
Nursing) is current employed at The Boys 
and Girls Home of Alaska. 
Melissa A. Van Der Schaaf ('08 Certified 
Medical Assistant) is currently employed at 
Pride 1 and lives in Remsen, Iowa. 
Sheila L. Ragar ('09 Police Science 
Technology) is working for the City of Sioux 
City. 

Keep in Touch! 
We want to include an update about you in the next alumni newsletter. Please 
fill out the form at http://www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/update or e-mail 
alumni@witcc.edu with your information, news, photos, etc. today! 

Also, please consider emailing the alumni office with your most current email 
address. Visit us online at www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/newsletter to stay 
connected. 

Consider making a gift to Western Iowa Tech 
Community College through your will or trust. 
Please contact Carolyn Ellwanger at 
carolyn_ellwanger@witcc.edu, or 800-352-4649, 
ext. 1330. 

Do you know 
someone 
who would 
benefit 
from a 
WITCC education? 
As an alumnus of Western Iowa Tech 
Community College, you have the 
opportunity to nominate someone you 
know for a $250 ‘Family & Friends’ 
alumni scholarship! Simply fill out the 
information of the person you think would 
benefit from this scholarship and we will 
do the rest. 

Go to http://www.witcc.edu/alumni_ 
friends/scholarship to get your nomination 
in by December 18, 2009 for the spring 
semester. 

All nominees need to be new students or 
those returning after five years or longer. 
Contact alumni@witcc.edu for more 
information. www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends/newsletter 



Message from 
the President: 
Dear WITCC Alums: 

This year has been an extremely busy 
and productive year at Western Iowa 
Tech. The College has seen 
significant enrollment growth, the 
opening of the Bur Oak Suites 
dormitories, and The Security Institute building. Both have 
added a new face to the College. New programs, increased 
enrollment, and the expansion of our music and performing 
arts program continue to give the College a great boost. 

I am excited to announce a new partnership with the 
University of Iowa.  This is a significant step forward and 
an opportunity that WITCC alums should seriously consider. 
We all know that education is a lifelong journey and that 
Western Iowa Tech is "The Best Place to Start." Now you 
will be able to continue that educational journey with a 
Hawkeye bachelor's degree right here in Sioux City. Please 
contact the College for additional information. 

Recently, WITCC was one of only four community colleges 
nationwide selected by The Kresge Foundation to receive 
one of their prestigious challenge grants.  We were awarded 
an $800,000 challenge grant to help us build the new Campus 
Life and Wellness Center. This facility will provide a more 
well-rounded college experience for our students, and we 
are grateful to have received the Kresge Foundation challenge 
grant to help make this project a reality. 

The Kresge grant monies will be used towards the college's 
current "Advancing Knowledge-Transforming Lives" 
capital campaign which includes scholarships, endowments, 
and the new Campus Life and Wellness Center. As a 
challenge grant, it requires the College to raise an additional 
$1.5 million in matching funds by spring 2011. We need 
the support of individuals, businesses, alumni and others 
more than ever in order to bring these Kresge funds to 
Siouxland. Please join me, as an alum, in making a multi- 
year commitment, a one-time gift, or perhaps a deferred 
gift through a bequest or a life insurance policy to support 
WITCC students. 

As I end this note to you, remember that we are all part of the 
Western Iowa Tech family, and I wish each and every one of 
you the most success in the future and a joyful holiday season. 

My personal best regards. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Robert E. Dunker 
Class of 1967 
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2009 Alumni Association 
Scholarship Recipient 
Thanks to his initial exposure during his 
school-to-work program in high school, the 
WITCC Alumni Scholarship recipient this 
year found a niche of interest in automotive 
repair at Western Iowa Tech. Michael Wright 
is pursuing a degree in business, in hopes of 
accomplishing his dream of owning a diesel 
and automotive repair shop. 

Michael identified the key to his interest 
in automotive repair was with the restoration 
of a Volkswagen Beetle. He reports, "I was 
hooked and have completed several projects of this type for the 
Woodbury County Fair." He reports his recent hands-on job 
experience in this field came directly from his experience through 
the school-to-work program while in high school. In pursuit of 
his business dream, he has been taking online coursework through 
Western Iowa Tech during the past two years, in addition to his 
high school curriculum. Michael's high school counselor, Greg 
Royer, wrote a glowing letter in regard to his involvement, and 
achievements while in high school and stated, "he is the epitome 
of the all-around student that we have come to value in education." 

Michael is a recent graduate of Woodbury Central High School 
where he excelled in extra-curricular activities. He is determined 
and competitive, as evidenced by his achievements through 
athletics. During high school, he lettered in basketball (Honorable 
Mention All-Conference), football (1st Team All-District), golf 
(district qualifier), and baseball. He was a member of the school's 
instrumental music program for the past eight years, participating 
in concert, marching, and jazz band during those years. Michael’s 
a role model for students and was selected to the homecoming 
royalty court. 

Michael's interests also include his community, where for the 
past nine years he has been a very active member of the Arlington 
Future Farmers' 4H organization. During these years, he has 
displayed livestock and building exhibits at the Woodbury County 
Fair, has volunteered his time to projects involving nursing home 
visits, flower box preparations, and trash collection along highways 
and in the city park, amongst other volunteerism efforts in his 
community. Michael's motivation, drive and vision are also seen 
in his recent local fundraising efforts to provide money to rebuild 
the local grocery store which was demolished by fire last spring. 

As a result of these experiences, Michael recently purchased a 
well-established, longtime automotive/agricultural repair service 
from a local businessman to pursue his long-range business dream. 
These life exposures are an example of what can be accomplished 
through commitment, drive, and confidence. Where will your life 
experiences take you? 

Thank you to all of the alumni who continue to support the 
Alumni Scholarship Fund and help give students the opportunity 
to pursue an education. 

Congratulations Michael! 

Dr. Tanya Schlemmer ('85) 
Alumni Association Board Member 

Wright 
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Tod Fye was named the recipient of the 2009 
Western Iowa Tech Community College 
Alumni Award.  The award honors individuals 
who have achieved the highest standards in 
terms of service to WITCC and its students; 
outstanding personal and/or professional 
achievement; and service to the community. 
Tod will be recognized at the WITCC 
graduation ceremony at Epply Auditorium on 
Tuesday, December 22. 

He received his associate degree in nursing from Western Iowa 
Tech in 1981 and went on to earn his bachelor of science degree  in 
nursing from Central Methodist University in Fayette, Missouri in 
1992. Tod has worked as a nurse and a manager in the areas of 
rehab, ER, oncology, intensive care and cardiology /thoracic surgery, 
vascular surgery since graduation. Currently, Tod is a case manager 
for cardiology, cardio thoracic surgery, thoracic surgery, and vascular 
surgery at The Nebraska Medical Center. He is a past committee 
member of the National Council for State Board of Nursing, the 
Missouri League of Nursing and volunteers for multiple research 
and community projects. Tod is also an active participant and 
fundraiser for the Nebraska AIDS project, Sacred Heart, and the 
Honor Society of Nursing Sigma Theta Tau.  He has worked as an 
educator for various college courses and workshops, has lectured 

for several nursing conferences and colleges and continues to be a 
mentor for new graduates. 

According to his nominator, and various other co-workers, Tod 
has a reputation for going above and beyond in the dedication he 
gives to his job and to the profession of nursing. "He consistently 
seeks opportunities to improve the overall patient experience and 
to improve patient and family satisfaction. Tod works with patients 
who have undergone an extremely stressful situation such as our 
heart transplant patients and our VATs patients (individuals who 
were recently diagnosed with lung tumors and who will soon be 
undergoing chemo and radiation therapy). He demonstrates the 
ability to think outside the confines of nursing and always does 
what is best for the individual patient." Another co-worker added 
that Tod "willingly shares his knowledge and expertise with our 
novice nurses, our medical and nursing students as well as our first 
year residents. Tod wants everyone to be successful, so he brings 
data; he researches the latest evidence-based practices so that patients 
get the best care possible." 

To nominate a deserving alumnus/a for 2010, please visit 
www.witcc.edu/alumni_friends for a nomination form.  The deadline 
for nominations is in October each year.  All nominations are 
reviewed by representatives of WITCC's faculty, employees, 
members of the Foundation board of directors and the Alumni 
Association board. 

2009 Alumni Award Winner – Tod Fye 

Fye 


